Senate Resol ution No. 1909
BY: Senator COWRI E

COVMEMORATI NG the 100th Anniversary of the Harlem
A obetrotters

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those organizations and institutions whose comm tnent and
tal ents have contributed to the entertai nment and cul tural enrichnment of
their conmunity and the entire State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100t h Anniversary of the Harlem d obetrotters; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1926, a basketball team of Black Anerican players known
as the Savoy Big Five, fornmed at the Gles Anerican Legion Post 87, on
the South Side of Chicago, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Starting in January 1928, the Savoy Big Five played
exhibitions before dances to prop up the Savoy Ballroom s cratering
att endance nunbers; and

VWHEREAS, Several players left the Savoy Big Five in a dispute and
that autumm, those players, along with new coach, nanager and pronoter
Abe Saperstein, forned a teamcalled the "dobe Trotters”™ and toured
southern Illinois that spring; and

VWHEREAS, By 1929, Abe Saperstein was touring Illinois and lowa with
his basketball team called the "New York Harlem dobe Trotters";
Saperstein selected the name "Harl ent because it was then considered the
center of Black American culture; and

VWHEREAS, The Harl em G obetrotters were perennial participants in the
Wrld Professional Basketball Tournanent and won their first Wrld
Basket bal | Chanpi onship in 1940, defeating the Chicago Bruins; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1948 and 1949, the Harlem dobetrotters stunned the
world by twice defeating the World Chanpi on M nneapolis Lakers of the
Nat i onal Basketball Association (NBA); and

WHEREAS, | n 1950, Harlem G obetrotter Chuck Cooper becane the first
black player to be drafted in the NBA by Boston, and his teanmte Nat
"Sweetwater" Cifton becane the first black player to sign an NBA
contract when the New York Knicks purchased his contract fromthe
G obetrotters; and

WHEREAS, The Harl em 3 obetrotters eventually becane knowmn nore for
entertai nnent than sports, incorporating conedic routines and acts that
often feature incredible coordination and skillful handling of one or
nore basketballs, such as passing or juggling balls between players,
bal ancing or spinning balls on their fingertips, and making unusually
difficult shots; and



WHEREAS, In 1959, The Harlem 3 obetrotters received an invitation
fromVasily Gigoryevich, the director of Lenin Central Stadium and

they played nine ganmes in Mscow, Russia; the team which included
future NBA Hall of Famer WIt Chanberlain, was wel coned enthusiastically
by spectators and authorities, and they net Premer N kita Khrushchey;
and

WHEREAS, In 1985, dynpic Gold Medalist Lynette Wodard joined the
Harl em G obetrotters, becomng the first female to ever play on a nen's
pro basketball team and

WHEREAS, Over the years, the team has changed ownership multiple
times; in 1976, the New York City-based conpany, Metronedia, announced
that it would acquire the Harlem dobetrotters from G obetrotter
Communi cations, then in 1986, the teamwas sold to the M nneapolis-based
I nternational Broadcasting Corporation, which in turn sold the Harlem
G obetrotters to fornmer G obetrotters player Mannie Jackson in 1993; and

WHEREAS, In 2005, Shanrock Hol di ngs purchased an 80% stake in the
Harl em @ obetrotters, then in 2013, Herschend Fanmly Entertainnent
acquired the teamand remains its owner today; and

VWHEREAS, |In June 2021, the Harlem d obetrotters filed a petition to
join the National Basketball Association (NBA) as an expansi on
franchi se; and

WHEREAS, Over its 100-year history, close to 750 nen and wonen have
pl ayed for the Harl em 3 obetrotters and the teamcontinues to bring its
entertainment to mllions of fans around the world with 400+ ganes a
year in 25+ countries; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenor at e t he 100t h Anniversary of the Harlem d obetrotters,
recogni zing the significance of the role they continue to play in the
life of the community of the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Harlem d obetrotters.



