Senate Resol ution No. 1908
BY: Senat or COONEY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
February 2-6, 2026, as SkillsUSA Wek in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those organi zations which work diligently to prepare the next
generation of skilled professionals and |eaders essential to the
vitality of our State and nation; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim February 2-6, 2026, as
Skill sUSA Week in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, February 2-6, 2026, has been designated by the national
associ ation SkillsUSA as Skill sUSA Wek; and

VWHEREAS, The thene for 2026, "SkillsUSA: Chanpion Your Future,"
enphasi zes the inportance of enpowering students to take ownership of
their education, career goals, and |lifelong success; and

VWHEREAS, Career and technical education provides students wth a
direct pathway from school to careers, form ng the backbone of a strong
and educat ed workforce that drives innovation and econom c growth; and

VWHEREAS, By chanpioning their future through SkillsUSA, students
devel op essential personal, workplace, and technical skills grounded in
academ cs, ensuring they are prepared for the demands of a rapidly
changi ng gl obal econony; and

WHEREAS, The United States faces a projected talent shortage and
skills gap that could result in a loss of trillions of dollars by 2030,
maki ng prograns |ike SkillsUSA critical to sustaining economc vitality;
and

WHEREAS, SkillsUSA enpowers students to become chanpions of their
own success by fostering |eadership, responsibility, and resilience,
qualities which are essential for thriving in both careers and
comuni ties; and

VWHEREAS, Enpl oyers consistently report challenges in finding skilled
candi dates; however, <career and technical education and SkillsUSA
provide students wth real-world experiences and industry-recognized
credentials that close the skills gap and open doors to neaningful
enpl oynent; and

WHEREAS, The cooperative efforts of educators, business |eaders, and
I ndustry partners through Skill sUSA strengthen New York State's econony
by preparing graduates for high-denmand careers in fields forecasted for
significant growh; and



WHEREAS, SkillsUSA serves nore than 475,000 students nati onw de,
i ncluding thousands across New York State, equipping them to be

hi gh- performance workers and responsible citizens who will chanpion the
future of our workforce; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to recognize the contributions of
Skill sUSA and its nenbers who exenplify the thene "Chanpi on Your Future”
by striving for excellence in education, |eadership, and service; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim February 2-6, 2026, as
SkillsUSA Wek in the State of New York, and to encourage all citizens
to support the m ssion of SkillsUSA and the students who are preparing
to becone the chanpions of our future workforce; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



