Senate Resolution No. 1825
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVWEMORATI NG the 50th Anniversary of the New
Hartford Public Library

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the conmmunities across the great
State of New York is reflective of certain exenplary organi zati ons whose
purpose is dedicated to serving the conmunity and the needs of its
citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 50th Anniversary of the New Hartford Public Library; and

WHEREAS, The Town of New Hartford, New York is steeped in years of
rich history and has experienced nunerous attenpts at the founding of a
public library over nearly two centuries; and

WHEREAS, Despite the many shortcom ngs and adversities that many of
the town's wearly libraries faced, in 1975, ten |ocal wonen created a
grass roots effort to start a newlibrary that would remain free of
charge to resident cardhol ders; and

WHEREAS, These noble and hardworki ng wonen, ever devoted to their
comunity, saw their idea cone fully to fruition on May 6, 1976, when
the New Hartford Library first opened its doors to the public; and

VWHEREAS, The original library was located in the basenent of a
converted room of Point School, with a generous citizen, Dr. O ark Case,
donating his entire personal |library as the foundation of t he

institution's book reserve; and

WHEREAS, G owing steadily in popularity, the library acquired new
literature through donations and purchases and noved to a |arger
physi cal space-a classroomin the school; the New Hartford Li brary began
hosting story hours for preschool children and began sumrer readi ng
prograns for other school children; and

VWHEREAS, Later, in 1983, the New Hartford Library began operating in
a 2,600-square-foot space in the Point School and received a provisional
charter fromthe New York State Board of Regents; the library also
becane a nenber of the Md-York Library Systemduring this time; and

VWHEREAS, Due to its nenbership with the Md-York Library System the
New Hartford Library was able to borrow books and training naterials
fromother established |ibraries in the regional system pronoting its
grow h and operational excellence; and

WHEREAS, The unwavering resilience, professionalism and dedication
to community that was exhibited by the New Hartford Library led to the
reception of a permanent charter by the New York State Board of Regents



on January 19, 1988; and

VWHEREAS, Experiencing nore growmh and success in the wearly 1990s,
the New Hartford Library sought expansion to a | arger physical space;
the board of trustees concluded that the New Hartford community woul d be
best served by erecting a 10, 000-square-foot building on the present
site which was owned by the library; 1,500 generous donors provided
$1,500,000 in funding for the new library during an incredible two-year
public fund-raising canpai gn; and

VWHEREAS, The New Hartford Library noved into the newy constructed
building at 2 Library Lane on April 10, 1999, and opened to the public
on April 17, 1999; since that tine, it has becone the third-busiest
library in a 47 library, three-county region; and

WHEREAS, The success enjoyed by the New Hartford Public Library is
in direct correlation to the efforts of its hard-wrking staff,
vi sionary founders, generous donors, and the many dedi cated i ndividuals
who have supported the developnment of the |library over the past 50
years; and

WHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, the New
Hartford Public Library nmay take just pride in its purposeful growh, as
it looks forward to continuing to serve the educational, cultural, and
intellectual needs of its community; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of the New Hartford Public Library; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the New Hartford Public Library.



