Senate Resolution No. 1824
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 2026, as Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness
Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to i ncrease awareness of conditions
that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Gover nor Kat hy Hochul to proclaim March 2026, as
Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness Month in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Devel opnental disabilities are a group of conditions due to
I npai rnents in physical, |earning, |anguage, or behavioral areas that
begin during the devel opnental period and may inpact daily functioning
t hroughout an individual's lifetinme; and

WHEREAS, According to national data, approximately one in siX
children in the United States has a devel opnental disability; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Ofice for People with Devel opnent al
Disabilities serves approxinmately 130,000 individuals wth devel opnent al
disabilities; overall, over three mllion adult New Yorkers, roughly one
in five, report a disability; and

VWHEREAS, |ndividuals with devel opnental disabilities Ilive, work, and
vol unteer in every neighborhood of this great Enpire State; they are
famly menbers, friends, nei ghbors, co-workers, teammtes, and
cl assnmat es; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1987, President Ronald Reagan first proclainmed the nonth
of March as Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness Month and called wupon
Anericans everywhere to provide the encouragenent and opportunities
necessary so that people with devel opnental disabilities can reach their
hi ghest potential; and

VWHEREAS, During Developnental D sabilities Awareness Mnth, New
Yorkers are encouraged to recognize and celebrate individuals with
devel opnental disabilities who are part of the communities where we
live, work, play, and volunteer; and

VWHEREAS, Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness Month seeks to raise
awar eness about the inclusion of people with devel opnental disabilities
I n enploynent, education, housing, civic engagenent, and community life
whi | e recogni zi ng the ongoing barriers to equality; and

WHEREAS, Despite the many positive changes in societal attitude,
wor kpl ace and educational culture, health care, avail able resources, and
know edge concerning people wth developnental disabilities, nuch



remains to be done to address the preval ence of negative stereotypes,
lingering msinformation, and subsequent discrimnation and barriers
sone of these vulnerable citizens face; and

VWHEREAS, It S crucial that individuals wth devel opnental
disabilities have access to the resources which allow them to |live
secure and fulfilling lives, including education, housing, enploynent,

and recreational activities; and

WHEREAS, Individuals wth devel opnent al disabilities are an
essential part of our greater New York conmunity, and they deserve
respect, recognition, and support both during and out si de of
Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness Month; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim March 2026, as
Devel opnental Disabilities Awareness Month in the State of New York; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



