Senate Resolution No. 1806
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 25, 2026, as Bangl adeshi Inmmgrant Day in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness and enhance the
profile of cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric of the
communities of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Septenmber 25, 2026, as
Bangl adeshi Inmigrant Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The year 2026 cel ebrates over five decades of a successful
partnership between Bangladesh and the United States; Bangl adesh
immgrants |eft famly and friends behind and began arriving in the
United States in the late 19th Century; and

WHEREAS, New York City is home to the |l|argest and nost vibrant
Bangl adeshi community in Anerica; the conmunity is spread across the
Jackson Hei ghts nei ghborhood in the borough of Queens; and

VWHEREAS, For over 20 years, the Miktadhara Foundation, a New York
based organization dedicated to the pronotion of Bengali culture, has
celebrated its history and culture through various comunity events
i ncludi ng the Bangla Festival and Book Fair; and

WHEREAS, Wth a variety of Bangl adeshi grocery and clothing stores
and several authentic Bangl adeshi restaurants, it is the ideal place to
visit if you want to both I|earn about and experience Bangl adesh
Anerican culture; and

VWHEREAS, Nei ghboring comunities |ike El mhurst and Wodsi de are al so
hone to a | arge popul ati on of Bangl adeshi Anmericans; and

VWHEREAS, Bangl adesh achi eved i ndependence from Pakistan in 1971; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 25, 1974, an historic day for +the Bengal
comunity, the first speech was delivered in the Bengali |anguage to the
CGeneral Assenbly of the United Nations; it was given by the father of
the nati on of Bangl adesh, Bangabandhu Shei kh Mij i bur Rahman; and

WHEREAS, Mre than 10,000 Bangladeshis immgrate to the United
States annually, primarily fromthe regi ons of Dhaka, Chittagong, Syl het
and Noakhal i; and

VWHEREAS, Today, there are nor e than 600,000 non-resident
Bangl adeshis living in the United States; in 2018, there were over
80, 000 Bengalis living in New York Cty; and



WHEREAS, New York 1is the center of Bangl adeshi inmmgration to the
United States, and today has thriving Bangl adeshi comunities throughout

the five boroughs; over 250,000 Bangl adeshi-born immgrants live in New
York, and it has becone a hub for Bangl adeshis since the 1970s; and

VWHEREAS, Currently, the Bangl adeshi community within New York is so
devel oped that it is one of the nost welcom ng places for Bangl adeshis
to nmove to if they want to start a new |ife outside of Bangl adesh; and

WHEREAS, There is also plenty of support in New York for Bangl adesh
immgrants; the Consulate General of Bangl adesh in New York is able to
provi de consul ar services and support for new imm grants and i ndividuals
who have lived in New York for a while; this level of assistance is
testament to the devel opnment of a great community of Bangl adeshis in New
York over the past five decades; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body recognizes the perseverance of the
Bangl adeshi people in their fight for independence as well as the
acconpl i shnents of the Bengali people around the world and in the State
of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimSeptenber 25, 2026, as
Bangl adeshi Immgrant Day in the State of New York, and to recognize the
many contributi ons of Bangl adeshi-Americans to New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and Bishaw it Saha, CEO and Founder of the Miktadhara Foundati on,
I nc.



