Senate Resolution No. 1783
BY: Senator MYRI E

COVMEMORATI NG the 150th Anniversary of the Legal
Aid Society of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 150th Anniversary of the Legal Aid Society of New York;
and

WHEREAS, Established in 1876, the Legal Aid Society of New York has
stood with immgrants, lowincone famlies, workers, and everyday New
Yorkers across all five boroughs as a partner in justice; these
I ndi vi dual s, whose wages were being wthheld by unscrupul ous bosses or
had been inprisoned because they owed noney, were aided by |awers who
fought predatory practices at boardi nghouses and aboard ships; and

WHEREAS, Fromits beginning as an organi zation serving inmmgrants,
sailors, wonen, and factory workers, the Legal A d Society of New York
has evol ved t hroughout its 150 successful years; and

VWHEREAS, The Legal A d Society began as the German Legal Ad
Society, wth its original charter in German, and handl ed 212 cases in
its first year and nore than 23,000 in its first decade, wi nning unpaid
wages worth $3.6 million in today's dollars; after 20 years, it renoved
the word "German"” fromits nane as it Dbroadened its focus, serving
approximately 7,500 clients from 37 countries in 1896; and

VWHEREAS, Several of the United States Presidents, including Theodore
Roosevelt, Harry Truman, and Dw ght D. Ei senhower, served as honorary
vice presidents of the Legal A d Society; and

VWHEREAS, By 1920, the Legal A d Society began representing
defendants in crimnal courts and arguing cases before the Suprenme Court
and the state's highest court that led to the expansion of defendants'
rights; the Society has adapted to neet the needs of |owincome New
Yorkers by fighting housing discrimnation and partnering to achieve
system c reform and

WHEREAS, Every day, the Legal Aid Society fights to ensure that
every New Yorker, no natter their income, has access to justice; the
Soci ety has protected, defended, and advocated for the rights of
generations of vulnerable New Yorkers, their famlies, and their
comunities; from protecting tenants from w ongful evi ctions to
defending the rights of immgrants, it stands with those who need it
nost; and



VWHEREAS, For one and a half centuries, the Legal A d Society has
provided crucial |egal services to the nost vul nerable New Yorkers; it
has been part of the fabric of New York City and a safety net for those

i n need; thus, it 1is deserving of the legal community's nost
ent husi asti c support; and

VWHEREAS, For 150 years of delivering justice, the Legal A d Society
has represented people who cannot afford to hire |[|awers; from
courtroons to classroons, sidewalks to city halls, this integral
organi zati on has enpowered comunities wth the tools, voice, and
representation they deserve; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Legal Aid Society of New York is in
direct correlation to the efforts of its nenbers, whose involvenent is,
and al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive comtnent,
unbri dl ed ent husi asm and unconprom si ng standard of excellence in all
endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are
brought to our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 150th Anniversary of the Legal Aid Society of New York;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Legal Aid Society of New York.



