Senate Resolution No. 1776
BY: Senator COWRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to declare
June 2026, as North Anerican Hurricane Awareness
Month in the State of New York, at the start of the
Atl antic hurricane season

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to declare June 2026, as North Anerican Hurricane
Awar eness Month in the State of New York, at the start of the Atlantic
hurri cane season; and

WHEREAS, The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1st to
Novenmber 30th; and

VWHEREAS, National Wather Service defines a hurricane as an intense
tropical weather system with well-defined circulation and sustained
w nds of 74 nph (64 knots) or higher; and

WHEREAS, The category scale of 1-5 estimtes potential property
damage, where a category 3 or higher is considered a major hurricane; as
the wnd speed and intensity of a stormincreases, the category nunber
I ncreases; and

WHEREAS, Hurricanes can pose a significant t hr eat to many
comunities; the damage and traunma sustained from Hurricane Sandy was
the deadliest and nost destructive hurricane of the 2012 Atlantic
hurricane season in New York; and

WHEREAS, There are four stages of hurricane devel opnent: tropical
di sturbance, tropical depression, tropical storm tropical cyclone
(hurricane); and

VWHEREAS, Tropical disturbance is defined when cloud col ums devel op
into a cluster of thunderstorns; tropi cal depressi on S when
t hunderstornms intensify, wth maxi num sustained winds of 38 nph; and
tropical stormis when nmaxi mum sustai ned wi nds are between 39-73 nph
during this tinme, the storm becones nore circular in shape, with w nds
swirling around a cal mcenter, known as the eye; this is when the storm
i s naned; and

WHEREAS, Tropical cyclone, or hurricane, is when wi nd speeds reach
74 nph and the stormis at |east 50,000 feet high and 125 m|les across,
rotating around an eye that spans 5-30 miles w de; and

VWHEREAS, The National Hurricane Center strongly advises hurricane
preparedness and that it begins at hone; and

WHEREAS, For many peopl e, hurricane preparedness is not at the top
of their to-do Ilist; nost famlies have to juggle multiple, conpeting
priorities; the Red Cross believes preparedness natters because it saves
lives; and



WHEREAS, Hurricanes are life-threatening storms; they can bring
heavy rains that cause major flooding, destructive wi nds that down power

lines, wuproot trees and damage hones, and storm surges that travel
several mles inland destroying everything in its path; and

VWHEREAS, Preparation is the best protection against the dangers of a
hurricane; famlies and individuals should build an energency kit and
create an evacuation plan for their househol d; and

WHEREAS, A vital energency kit should be equipped wth the proper
supplies you may need in the event of an enmergency or disaster; at a

m ni rum you should have the basic supplies, including: water, food,
flashlight, battery-powered or hand-crank radio, extra batteries, first
aid kit, medications and nedical itens, nulti-purpose tool, sanitation

and personal hygiene itens, copies of personal docunents, cell phone
with chargers, famly and energency contact information, extra cash,
energency bl anket, and nmap(s) of the area; and

WHEREAS, An effective evacuation plan has three steps and begins

with a famly discussion on howto prepare and respond to all types of
energencies that are nost |likely to happen where you live, work, and
pl ay; and

WHEREAS, Step two is to identify responsibilities for each nenber of
your household and how you will work together as a team if disaster
strikes; and the final step includes practicing as many el enents of your
pl an as possible; and

WHEREAS, As hurricane season approaches, it is also inportant to
know the difference between the threat Ilevels; a hurricane watch
indicates the possibility that a region could experience hurricane
conditions wwthin 48 hours; and a hurricane warning indicates that
sustained wnds of at |east 74 nph are expected within 36 hours; get
ready to act if a warning is issued and stay infornmed; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to declare June 2026, as North
Anerican Hurricane Awareness Mnth in the State of New York, at the
start of the Atlantic hurricane season; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



