Senate Resolution No. 1770
BY: Senator COWRI E

COVMEMORATI NG  the 64t h Anni versary of the
| ndependence of Janaica

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in Kkeeping wth its
ti me-honored traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
comenorate the 64th Anniversary of the |Independence of Janmica; and

VWHEREAS, The celebration of Janmican independence affirns the
culture, identity and self-esteemof a people; it honors a rich heritage
and illum nates Jamaican history and tradition, as well as the spirit of
an i ndom tabl e people; and

WHEREAS, The people of this great State and Nati on and Jamai ca enj oy
a deep and abiding relationship rooted in kinship and culture, and many
New Yorkers proudly trace their own roots to Jamaica; and

WHEREAS, In the ancient past, Janmaica, West Indies, was known as
"Xaymaca" which when literally translated nmeans Land of Wod and Water
or the Land of Springs; and

VWHEREAS, Every year August 6th is cel ebrated as | ndependence Day in
Jamai ca; the country acquired its independence fromthe British col onial
powers on August 6, 1962, after years of political subjugation;
initially a Spanish territory, Jamaica was soon taken over by the
British in the 17th Century; and

VWHEREAS, Jamai ca was di scovered by Christopher Colunbus in 1494 and
proclained as a territory of Spain; in the 17th Century, Janaica cane
under the control of the British following an expedition by GCeneral
Robert Venables and Admiral Sir WIIliam Penn; the Spani sh were over-
thrown by a strong British force that established its control over the
i sl and; and

WHEREAS, In a span of a couple of centuries, the conflict between
t he col oni zers and the col oni zed was extrene; Janmaica was nade a Crown
Col ony on August 1, 1834, and it nmanaged to acquire a certain degree of
political autonony in the 1940s; and

VWHEREAS, Jammica attained its independence on August 6, 1962, and is
a nmenber of the British Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, The 64th Anniversary of Janaica's |ndependence provides an
opportunity to recognize the significance of their contributions to the
quality and character of life, and, through events and activities, for
all people to gain a greater appreciation of Jamican history and



traditions, and of the role Jamai cans have played, and will continue to
play, in our society; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to recogni ze such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the «cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 64th Anniversary of the |Independence of Janui ca.



