Senate Resolution No. 1764
BY: Senat or CLEARE

COVMEMORATI NG  the 100t h Anni versary of the
foundi ng of the Savoy Bal |l room

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor and pay
tribute to those institutions and organizations whose conmtnent to
pronoting art and conmmunity has contributed to the strength, history,
and cultural enrichnment of the State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the Savoy Bal |l room
of Harlem New York; and

VWHEREAS, Located on Lenox Avenue between 140th and 141st Street in
the Harlem neighborhood of New York City, the Savoy Bal |l room opened on
March 12, 1926, and was a large ballroomfor nusic and public dancing
founded by Jay Faggen and Moe Gl e and managed by Charl es Buchanan; and

WHEREAS, The Savoy Ballroom was a staple inits community, wth
people <calling it the "heartbeat of Harlem" the "soul of t he
nei ghborhood," and the "world's finest ballrooni; every year, the
bal | room was visited by nearly 700,000 people; and

WHEREAS, Built to be luxurious, classy, glanorous, and nenorable,
the Savoy Ballroom was 10,000 square feet in size, held up to 4,000
peopl e, and boasted mrrored walls, a double bandstand, sprung |[|ayered
wood floors, a cut glass chandelier, and a marble staircase; and

WHEREAS, To neet the anbitious goal of becomng a |uxurious
i ntegrated ballroom the Savoy Ballroom was nodel ed after Jay Faggen's
downtown Roseland Ballroom which was primarily visited by European
Anericans, and it was naned after the Savoy Hotel, a promnent and elite
upscal e London hotel; and

VWHEREAS, Unlike many ballroons of its tine, the Savoy Ballroom had a
no-di scrimnation policy, and those who visited the ballroom stated that
the ability to dance was nore inportant than anything else; due to the
no-di scrimnation policy, the Savoy Ballroomgave rising talented and
passi onate Bl ack dancers and perforners an equally beautiful venue to
performin; and

WHEREAS, Patrons who visited the Savoy Ballroomwere free to express
thenmsel ves with dance, and the creativity in the roomresulted in the
popul ari zati on of many dances such as the Lindy Hop, the Jitterbug, the
Flying Charleston, Jive, Snakehips, Rhunboogie, and variations of the
Shi mmy and Manbo; dancing required the floors to be replaced every three
years due to frequent use; and

WHEREAS, Due to the doubl e bandstand at the Savoy Ballroom nusic
was al ways playing and danci ng never stopped; successful nusicians that



performed at the ballroom include Chick Whbb, Ella Fitzgerald, A
Cooper, Erskine Hawkins, Lucky MIlinder, Wnonie Harris, Buddy Johnson
and Cootie WIIlians; and

VWHEREAS, Despite its nmassive success and influence on culture and
the | ocal community, the Savoy Ballroom went out of business in Cctober
of 1958, and the ballroomwas denolished between March and April of 1959
to make room for the construction of a housing conplex; and

VWHEREAS, On May 26, 2002, Frankie Manning and Norma M| ler, who were
known dancers at the Savoy Ballroom dedicated a commenorative plaque
for the Savoy Ball roomon the bl ock where it once stood; and

WHEREAS, Since its founding, the Savoy Bal |l room has been the subject
and inspiration for nmusic, film dance, and nore, including Ella
Fitzgerald and Louis Arnstrong's duet, "Let's Call the Whole Thing O f"
and Floating Wirld Pictures' docunmentary, The Savoy King; and

VWHEREAS, The Savoy Ballroom was one of the first integrated
ballroons in the Nation, and its unique glanpour and atnosphere were
| oved by all who visited; while the ballroom no |onger exists, its
| egacy and i npact on dance, nusic, and culture lives on; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the Savoy Ballroom



