Senate Resolution No. 1753
BY: Senat or KAVANAGH

HONORING Saint Patrick and all persons of Irish
descent upon the occasion of the celebration of
Saint Patrick's Day on Tuesday, March 17, 2026, and
menorializing Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 2026, as Irish Anmerican Heritage Month in the
State of New York

VWHEREAS, From Anerica's earliest days, Irish immgrants and their
descendants have contributed exenplary public service and political
| eadership, with nine signers of the Declaration of Independence and
twenty-three Presidents of the United States having Irish roots and
countless Irish Americans having made an indelible mark on the great
State of New York through service as public officials, civil servants,
| egi sl ators, nmayors, and Governors, including Governor Kathy Hochul, the
57t h Governor of the State New York; and

WHEREAS, Throughout their long history, the Irish have been ardent
in their passion for liberty and their hatred of oppression, and have,
fromthe beginning, been promnent in the defense of Anerican ideals and
the American nation, with twenty of George Washington's generals and an
estimated quarter of the Continental Army being conposed of Irish
Aneri cans, anong them Ti nothy Miurphy, a hero of the pivotal battle of
Sar at oga, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Irish Anericans have distinguished thenselves in mlitary
service ever since, as typified in the storied Fi ghti ng 69t h,
headquartered at the 69th Regi nent Arnory in Manhattan, who fought wth
courage and distinction on the battlefields of the Arerican Civil \War,
Wrld VWar |, Wrld War 1II, the Irag War, and the conflict in
Af ghani stan, in which the first Congressional Medal of Honor was awarded
to Navy Seal Lieutenant M chael P. Miurphy of Smthtown, New York, who
|l ost his |ife serving his country; and

WHEREAS, In the md-19th Century, mllions of Irish inmgrants
arrived in New York, seeking refuge fromfamne and injustice in their
honel and, and as a |ongstanding gateway for immgrants, New York has
served as a beacon of hope and opportunity, synbolized by the Statue of
Liberty and the "Golden Door" of Ellis Island, where the very first
immgrant to arrive in pursuit of a newlife in Anerica was 15-year-old
Anni e Moore of Cork, Ireland; and

VWHEREAS, Irish inmmgrants and their descendants have played a vital
role in shaping this great State, through the construction of the FErie
Canal, railroads, buildings, and physical bridges - and al so by forging
bri dges of know edge and understandi ng anong all people, through the
establishment of numerous schools, colleges, and universities that have
enriched every facet of the life of our State, naking a lasting inpact
on generations of New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Irish Anerican wonen have a |ong and proud tradition of



being visionaries and trail bl azers, whether it be Annie Sullivan, the
teacher of Helen Keller, crusading journalist Nelly Bly, or New York's

own Col onel Eileen Collins, the first woman to command a Space Shuttle;
and

WHEREAS, Since 1762, Irish New Yorkers have cel ebrated the feast of
Saint Patrick every March 17th, when they renew their connections to the
| and of their ancestry, pass on their traditions to the next generation,
and share their pride through joyous festivities welcomng all New
Yorkers irrespective of ethnicity or national origin; and

VWHEREAS, Such cel ebration includes nunerous parades and ot her events
t hroughout the nonth of March in localities all over the State of New
York - and nost significantly the New York City Saint Patrick's Day
Parade, the oldest and |largest Saint Patrick's Day parade in the world
with some 2 mllion people cheering on about 150,000 nmarchers, which
will take place for the 265th year on March 17, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Tradition has it that at age sixteen, Patrick, native of
Roman Britain, was captured by Irish narauders, sold to a Druid chief,
and taken to what is now known as County Antrim in the Province of
Uster, in Ireland; and

VWHEREAS, Patrick wrote in his Confessions of learning the |anguage
and custons of the Irish and experiencing a Christian religious
awakeni ng, before he escaped his captors and enbarked on a perilous
journey to return honme, where he dedicated his |life to religion, was
ordained a priest, and was | ater consecrated a Bi shop; and

VWHEREAS, Pope Celestine | sent Patrick back to Ireland where Patrick
converted Irish people to the Catholic faith and built many churches and
nonasteries, which served as centers of intellectual activity and
repositories for the great works of literature in the G eco-Ronman canon
and have been credited with helping to rekindle the lanp of learning in
Ireland and across Europe as the continent energed fromthe Dark Ages;
and

VWHEREAS, As we honor Saint Patrick, who stood against intolerance
and discrimnation suffered by the Irish people, we are m ndful of the
continuing need to stand for justice, I ncl usi on, and mut ual
under st andi ng, and agai nst intol erance, bigotry, and political, social,
and econom c barriers that dimnish the wellbeing of people in the
United States, in Ireland, and throughout the world; and

VWHEREAS, The 1998 Belfast Agreenent, known as the Good Friday
Agreenent, has provided an historic opportunity for lasting peace and
reconciliation among the residents of the North of Ireland and for
enhancing the well being of all Irish citizens, and Irish Anericans
continue to play an inportant role in supporting the terns and
aspirations enshrined in the Agreenent; and

VWHEREAS, Irish Americans have nade an enduring inpression upon every
sphere of human endeavor in New York - in art, nusic, literature,
sci ence, film dance, t heat er, sports, | abor, construction



transportation, public safety, education, law, finance, politics, and
governnent - wth all the strength, resilience, hunor, and hospitality
of the Irish character, and it is nost fitting to set aside the nonth of
March to highlight and honor the history and heritage of Irish Americans
and to renmenber and pay tribute to the contributions they have nade to
our State and our nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pauses in its deliberations to
nost joyously comrenorate and honor the life and good works of Saint
Patrick, Patron Saint of Ireland and of the Archdi ocese of New York, and
to honor all persons of Irish descent on the occasion of the celebration
of Saint Patrick's Day on Tuesday, March 17, 2026; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body nenorializes Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim March 2026 as Irish Anerican Heritage Mnth in the
State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; The Most Reverend Ronal d Hicks, Archbishop of New York; Robert J.
McCann, 265th Grand Marshal of the New York City Saint Patrick's Day
Par ade; and Sean Lane, Chairman of the New York City Saint Patrick's Day
Parade Board of Directors.



