Senate Resolution No. 1751
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 6, 2026, as Mssing Persons Day in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to create public
awar eness concerning the devastation which occurs as a result of the
unexpl ai ned di sappearances of |oved ones; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mMnday, April 6, 2026, as
M ssing Persons Day in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Monday, April 6, 2026, is the observance of the 48th
Birt hday of Suzanne Goria Lyall, a University at Al bany student who has
been mssing since 1998; March 2, 2026, nmarked the 28th Anniversary of
her di sappearance; and

VWHEREAS, A bright, creative, and tal ented conputer science student,
Suzanne G Lyall touched countless Ilives wth her poetry, radiant
personality, and cheerful, infectious smle; and

VWHEREAS, The youngest of the three children of Mary and the |late
Doug Lyall, Suzanne Goria Lyall of Ballston Spa, New York, disappeared
at the age of 19, in the prime of her |life, while preparing for a
brilliant future; and

WHEREAS, In 1999, legislation was enacted, requiring that al
col l eges adopt plans for the investigation of reports of mssing
students and violent felony offenses occurring on their canpuses; it
further required that such plans include agreenents wth |ocal ©police
agenci es for coordination of these investigations; and

VWHEREAS, This vital legislation also required the D vision of
Crimnal Justice Services to operate a toll-free 24-hour telephone
nunber that nmenbers of the public may call to obtain information about
avail abl e resources to assist with the location and recovery of m ssing
per sons; and

WHEREAS, In 2000, New York State passed |legislation known as
"Suzanne's Law," which provides for increased penalties for certain
crinmes commtted on school grounds; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York intends to nake April 6, 2026, a day
of recognition of the need to enhance efforts to | ocate m ssing persons
in New York, noting the m ssing persons epidemc in this State and the
I npact this epidemc has on the famlies, the people close to mssing
I ndi vidual s, and the community as a whol e; and

WHEREAS, Several thousand people are | abeled as mssing in New York



State, many of whom are 18 years of age or ol der; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to attenpt to
bring confort to the famly nmenbers of mssing persons in the State of
New York who suffer from continuous grieving and are condemmed to carry
the burden of uncertainty as a result of not knowing the true
ci rcunstances of their |oved ones' disappearances or whereabouts; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body reaffirnms its ongoing crusade by
observing April 6, 2026, as Mssing Persons Day in the State of New
York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 6, 2026, as M ssing
Persons Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



