Senat e Resol ution No. 1749
BY: Senator SKOUFI S

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 19, 2026, as West Point Day in New York State

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to celebrate the
establishment of the United States Mlitary Acadeny at West Point and to
call upon Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 19, 2026, as West
Point Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, By an act of Congress on March 16, 1802, the United States
MIlitary Acadeny at Wst Point was established within the borders of New
York State on the banks of the Hudson River; and

WHEREAS, The historic acadeny and its graduates are an integral part
of the proud history of this State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, During the American Revolution, both the American patriots
and the British realized the strategic inportance of the prom nent
pl ateau on the west bank of the Hudson River; General George Washi ngton
considered West Point to be the nobst inportant strategic location in
Anerica; and

WHEREAS, In 1778, General George Wishington selected Thaddeus
Kosci uszko, a Polish engineer, to design fortifications for West Point
and later transferred his headquarters to West Point in 1779; and

VWHEREAS, Anerican Continental Line soldiers constructed forts, gun
batteries, and redoubts, and in 1778, installed a 65-ton iron chain
across the Hudson River which spanned from Wst Point to Constitution
Island to block British invasions along the min transportation
wat er way; and

WHEREAS, Fortress Wst Point was never captured by the British,
despite Major General Benedict Arnold s treasonous attenpt to turn over
the garrison to the British forces in 1780; and

WHEREAS, In 2026, the 250th anniversary of the signing of the
Anerican Declaration of |Independence, it is of utnbst inportance to
acknowl edge the storied history and countless contributions of Wst
Poi nt, the ol dest continuously occupied regular Arnmy post in the United
States, and its vital role in the journey to our nation's freedom from
British rule; and

VWHEREAS, The | eadership and sacrifices of the nenbers of the Long
Grey Line have helped this country withstand countless threats to our
cherished denocratic way of life; and

WHEREAS, The al umi have excelled not only on the battlefield but in
countless fields of endeavor; and

VWHEREAS, The Acadeny continues to provide our country with able and



dedi cated future | eaders; and

WHEREAS, |Its scenic canmpus is a nmecca each year for thousands of
visitors fromacross our State, continent, and other countries; and

WHEREAS, The United States Mlitary Acadeny is of the highest
echelon of our State's noble institutions of higher |[|earning, boasting
rigorous academ c standards, extrene selectivity, and an incredible,
mul ti-faceted history; and

WHEREAS, Over seventy years ago, the late Janes T. McNamara, then a
menber of the New York State Assenbly, and a nenber of the Acadeny's
cl ass of 1939, was the author of the State Legislature's first "Wst
Poi nt Day" Resol ution; and

WHEREAS, For centuries our Nation has enjoyed a | egacy of freedom
and the United States Mlitary Acadeny at West Point has been a vital
and significant role in the maintenance of peace and such pricel ess
freedom and

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of this Legislative Body are proud to
commenorate this occasion, marking March 19, 2026, as West Point Day in
New York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the establishnent of the United States MIlitary Acadeny at
West Point and to nmenorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim March
19, 2026, as West Point Day in New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



