Senat e Resol ution No. 1741
BY: Senator Rl VERA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2026 as Asthma and Allergy Awareness NMnth in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
health i ssues that affect the |lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMay 2026 as Ast hna and
Al'l ergy Awareness Month in the State of New York, in conjunction wth
t he observance of National Asthma and All ergy Awareness Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Each vyear, the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America
(AAFA) decl ares May as National Asthma and All ergy Awareness Mnth since
It is peak season for those suffering fromasthma and all ergies; and

WHEREAS, Asthma and All ergy Awareness Month is a perfect tine to
educat e peopl e about these common di seases; and

WHEREAS, There is no cure for asthma and allergies, and many deat hs
are preventable with proper treatnent and care; 9-11 people die from
asthma per day; and

VWHEREAS, About 4,750,000 children in the United States currently
have ast hma; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 28 million people in the United States have asthng,
and the nunbers are increasing each year; and

WHEREAS, Over 1,887,622 adults and children in the State of New York
have ast hnm; and

VWHEREAS, Asthna is one of the nbpst common nonconmuni cabl e di seases
anong children; and

WHEREAS, About 1,000,000 individuals per year visit energency
departnents because of asthma's effects; and

WHEREAS, Asthma is a |eading cause of hospitalizations and school
absences due to a chronic disease anong chil dren; and

WHEREAS, The total econom c cost of asthma in the United States was
$81, 900, 000, 000 per year, from 2008 to 2013, which is approxi mately
$115, 000, 000, 000 when adjusted for inflation; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack, Hi spanic, and |Indigenous individuals in the United
States face the highest burden of asthnma; and



WHEREAS, Asthma is a manageable disease that clained the |lives of
over 3,100 people in the United States in 2023, including 254 people in
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, People wth asthma and food allergies need access to
af fordabl e health i nsurance and the nedicati ons and devi ces they need at
af fordabl e prices; and

WHEREAS, 21, 800, 000 people in the United States have food allergies,
i ncl udi ng about 3,900, 000 children; and

VWHEREAS, Food al |l ergi es have increased anong children in the United
States over the past 20 years wth the greatest increase in Black
children; further, children with food allergies are two to four tines
nore likely to have asthnma or other allergic diseases; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body, representing the people of the State
of New York, supports the increase in public awareness regardi ng ast hma
and allergies; it is inportant to educate all citizens of the State of
New York of the serious and potentially life-threatening nature of
asthma and allergies; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 2026 as Ast hna and
Al'l ergy Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



