Senate Resolution No. 1736
BY: Senat or MARTI NS

COVMENDI NG nine nenbers of the den Cove Fire
Depart ment upon the occasion of their designation as
recipients of the Firefighter of the Year Award for
their heroic efforts in saving the Ilives of 12
i ndi vi dual s

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distinguished firefighters and citizens who would devote
t hemsel ves to public service, denpnstrating great courage and diligence
in providing for the care and welfare of the «citizens of their
comunities and this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Wthin every community of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commtnent and dedi cation,
command the respect and admration of their comunity for their
exenpl ary contributions and service on behal f of others; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend nine
nmenbers of the A en Cove Fire Departnent wupon the occasion of their
designation as recipients of the Firefighter of the Year Anard for their
heroic efforts in directly saving the lives of 12 individuals involved
in a building fire, who wll be recognized at the den Cove Fire
Departnent's Annual Installation D nner on Saturday, April 11, 2026; and

WHEREAS, On Thursday, April 17, 2025, the den Cove Fire Departnent
received a call regarding a fire in a two-story building containing 10
apartnents; Captain Philip Gella Ill, 1st Assistant Chief Justin Valeo,
2nd Assi st ant Chi ef Carl os Cardenas, 2nd Lieutenant Christian
Kli maszewski, Firefighter Rodni Leftw ch Jr., Firefighter Henry
Mal donado, Firefighter Ian Jackson, Ex-Chief Patrick Peet, and Ex-Chief
Joseph Solomto of the Gen Cove Fire Departnent all reported to the
scene that day; and

VWHEREAS, Philip Gella Ill and Justin Valeo were the first to arrive
at the scene, and when Justin Valeo arrived he witnessed five occupants,
including a 6 year-old child, hanging out of a second-floor w ndow with
heavy snoke above their heads; sinultaneously, police officers reported
three additional individuals trapped at the rear of the building; and

VWHEREAS, Upon hearing the reports of individuals trapped inside the
building, the nine firefighters from the den Cove Fire Departnent
i mmedi at el y understood the severity and conplexity of the situation, and
each was determned to respond swiftly; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to the arrival of any fire apparatus and filled with
i nmense courage and bravery, Philip Gella 11l entered the burning
building with full personal protective equi pnment and a water can with
G en Cove Police Oficer Frank Vezza behind him after using his water
can to clear a path into a second-fl oor apartnment, he was able to reach
and evacuate three individuals; and



VWHEREAS, Due to the intensity of the fire, Philip Gella Ill and the
i ndi vidual s he evacuated had to crawl through the building to avoid

snoke and flanes; with nmerely a water can, Philip Gella Ill was able to
gain control of the situation and namintain a clear path for the
civilians he was saving; and

WHEREAS, Justin Valeo and Rodni Leftwich Jr. quickly raised a
24-foot extension |adder to a window with trapped civilians while Henry
Mal donado spoke to the trapped famly in Spanish, calmng them down,
preventing themfromjunping, and reassuring themthat help was on the
way; and

VWHEREAS, When t he | adder was prepared, Rodni Leftwich Jr.
i medi ately clinbed through the snoke in full personal protective
equi pnent to grab the child hanging fromthe w ndow, Justin Val eo then
clinbed the | adder to assist the nother dowmn and was followed by two
addi ti onal occupants who were able to escape on the | adder; and

WHEREAS, After these initial rescues, Henry Ml donado and Carl os
Car denas conduct ed searches through the heavy snoke on the first floor,
and they successfully located four additional occupants in two separate
apartnents who had been asl eep and unaware of the imedi ate danger; one
i ndi vidual was handi capped and was carried to safety by Carl os Cardenas
and Henry Mal donado; and

VWHEREAS, These initial rescues were all done without the protection
of a charged hoseline, and every firefighter involved in the rescue
efforts contributed despite the risk to their own personal safety; and

WHEREAS, Christian Klimszewski, Philip Gella 111, and Rodn
Leftwwch Jr. <continued to search for trapped civilians inside the
bui l di ng; lan Jackson and Patrick Peet worked diligently to stretch the
first attack line while Joseph Solomto secured a positive water source
to use to conbat the fire; and

VWHEREAS, |an Jackson ascended through the heavy snoke and heat to
the second floor wth the hoseline to begin extinguishing the fire;
Patrick Peet remained at the top of the staircase to feed nore hose that
woul d all ow I an Jackson to attack the fire within the apartnent; and

VWHEREAS, The efforts of the nine nenbers of the den Cove Fire
Department were extrenely risky and potentially deadly; despite the
ri sks, each nenber bravely put their personal safety aside to prioritize
the rescue of the civilians involved in the fire; and

WHEREAS, As a result of their courage, sw ft decision-mnmeking, and
deep sense of duty, the nine nenbers of the Aen Cove Fire Departnent
were able to successfully renove three civilians fromthe second floor
via the interior staircase, five civilians fromthe second floor via a
ground | adder and wi ndow, and four civilians via the hallway on the
first floor; three additional <civilians had self-evacuated via a
second- fl oor bal cony; and



WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated public servants who wunselfishly devote their lives to the
preservation of order and the protection of others are worthy and due
full praise for their conmtnment and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend ni ne nenbers of the 3 en Cove Fire Departnent upon the occasion
of their designation as recipients of the Firefighter of the Year Award
for their heroic efforts in directly saving the lives of 12 individuals
involved in a building fire; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be

transmtted to Captain Philip Gella Ill, 1st Assistant Chief Justin
Val eo, 2nd Assistant Chief Carlos Cardenas, 2nd Lieutenant Christian
Kli mszewski, Firefighter Rodni Leftw ch Jr., Firefighter Henry

Mal donado, Firefighter Ian Jackson, Ex-Chief Patrick Peet, and Ex-Chi ef
Joseph Sol om to.



