Senate Resol ution No. 1713
BY: Senat or SCARCELLA- SPANTON

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 4, 2026, as 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum
Day in the State of New York

VWHEREAS, Fort Drumis located in Jefferson County, in Northern New
York, and is the largest mlitary installation in the Northeastern
United States; and

WHEREAS, Fort Drum previously known as Pine Canp, was renaned in
honor of Lieutenant General Hugh Drum a decorated national hero, fornmer
commander of First Arnmy, and an early |leader of the State's own
volunteer mlitia, the New York Guard; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than four decades, Fort Drum has been the home of
the United States Arny's storied 10th Mouuntain D vision, one of the npst
depl oyed divisions in the United States Arny; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the 10th Mountain D vision have served our
nation with honor, distinction, and great sacrifice as a part of
OQperation Enduring Freedom and other actions central to our nation's
response to the terrorist attacks of Septenber 11, 2001; and

VWHEREAS, El enents of the 10th Muntain D vision, based on Fort Drum
were the first to be deployed in the aftermath of those attacks and the
| ast units to return fromconbat duty; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to Operation Enduring Freedom the 10th
Mount ai n Di vi si on depl oynents have included Hurricane Andrew Relief in
Florida, Operation Restore Hope in Somalia, Operation Uphold Denocracy
in Haiti, Task Force Eagle in Kosovo, Operation Iraqi Freedom Operation
Freedom Sentinel in Afghanistan, and advise and assist operations
t hroughout the World; and

WHEREAS, The storied 10th Muntain Division (Al pine) that depl oyed
uni que and unprecedented nountain warfare skills, breaking the gothic
line in Wrld War 1I, was inactivated in 1945, and the current 10th
Mountain Division (LI) reactivated at Fort Drumin 1985; we proudly nark
the 41st Anniversary of this Division, once again, standing up to neet
energing requirenents for the defense of our nation as Light Infantry,
soldiers who rapidly deploy with what they can carry on their backs,
answering the call of our nation, built on a proud | egacy and adding to
it as one of the Arny's nost deployed units; and

VWHEREAS, W al so conmenorate the 81lst Anniversary of the historic
Battle of R va Ridge, a key and remarkable victory during Wrld War |1
in February 1945, when the Soldier-nmountaineers first started the
Division's "Clinmb to dory" wth extraordinary bravery, tactical
i ngenuity, skill and endurance, securing victory and starting
irreversi ble nonentumthat resulted in the liberation of Italy; and



WHEREAS, Mre than 300 brave nen and women of the 10th Muntain
Division have given their lives to the cause of defeating global
terrorism and

VWHEREAS, Distinguished service of units assigned to Fort Drum have
been cel ebrated by Presidents, nenbers of Congress, and nenbers of the
i nternational community; and

WHEREAS, Four heroes serving with the 10th Muntain D vision,
Private First Cass John D. WMagrath, Sergeant First dass Jared C
Monti, Captain WIliamD. Swenson, and Staff Sergeant Travis W Atkins
have received our mlitary's highest honor, the Medal of Honor; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition to its vital role in our nation's defense, Fort
Drumis also the largest enployer in Northern New York, the State's
| argest single-site enployer, and an econonic engine for the State and
region; the Fort has a total inpact of $1.9 billion; and

VWHEREAS, A special bond exists between Fort Drum and the civilian
comunities surrounding it; the 33,000 soldiers and famly nenbers of
the installation are an integral part of the North Country who not only
are considered defenders of our freedom but also our neighbors,
co-workers, classmates, friends, and fell ow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to salute the
soldiers and officers of the 10th Muntain Division, to honor their
dedi cation to preserving our freedomand our Nation, and to recognize
their individual and collective contributions to our communities and to
New York State; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than 10 years, the 10th Muntain D vision and Fort
Drum Day has served to educate nenbers of this Legislative Body about
the sacrifices nade every day by the brave nen and wonen of our Arned
Forces, as well as the inportance of Fort Drumto our nation's defense
and New York's econony; and

VWHEREAS, Fort Drum has and will continue to play a critical role in
ensuring our nation's mlitary readiness to defend our state and nation
against hostility and threats to our safety and national security; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mMnday, My 4, 2026, as
10th Mountain Division and Fort DrumDay in the State of New York; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York, Major Ceneral G egory Anderson, Comrandi ng General, 10th Mountain
Di vi sion, and Fort Drum



