Senate Resolution No. 1708
BY: Senat or FERNANDEZ

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
July 20, 2026, as Col onbi an I ndependence Day in the
State of New York, on the 216th Anniversary of
Col onmbi an | ndependence

VWHEREAS, New Granada was a col ony under traditional Spanish rule;
and

VWHEREAS, |In 1809, Camilo Torres Tenorio wote his fanous Menorial de
Agravi os, "Renenbrance of O fenses,” to the Spanish nonarchy; and

WHEREAS, Canmilo Torres Tenorio criticized the Spanish Mnarchy's
policy of excluding Creoles from esteened positions in the Anmerican
colonies; Tenorio alleged that their rights to govern in their honel ands
Is "the offspring of the conqui stadores"; and

WHEREAS, New G anada felt neglected and abused as a colony of the
Spani sh, especially with a figurehead, placed by Napol eon Bonaparte, who
sat on the throne; and

WHEREAS, On the norning of July 20, 1810, patriots in Bogota, a
hol dout for Spanish rule, offered a flower vase as an act of good w ||
to Spani sh nerchant Joaquin Gonzal ez Llorente to beautify a table for a
celebration in honor of Antonio Villavicencio, a well-known patri ot
synpat hi zer; and

VWHEREAS, Joaquin Canmacho visited the palace of the Viceroy, Antonio
Jose Amar y Borbon, the sane norning to request an open council in hopes
of establishing equality for the Creol e population; and

WHEREAS, Both offers were denied, and an uproar broke out anongst
t he popul ace for representation and equality; and

VWHEREAS, Vi ceroy Antonio Jose Amar y Borbon signed an act the very
same day which permtted a local ruling council, which eventually paved
the way to independence; and

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
great contributions which Col onbi ans, such as phot ographer M guel Gonez,
mat hematician Q@iillerno Owens, and fashion icon N na Grcia, have
brought to our State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their comunity and have shown a
| ong and sustained commtnent to excellence certainly have earned the
recogni tion and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State,;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim July 20, 2026, as



Col onbi an I ndependence Day in the State of New York, on the 216th
Anni versary of Col onbi an | ndependence; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and to the Consul ate General of Col onbia in New York.



