Senate Resolution No. 1706
BY: Senat or FERNANDEZ

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 26, 2026, as Bangl adesh Independence Day in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay just tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic groups which
conprise and contribute to the richness and diversity of the community
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in Kkeeping wth its
ti me-honored traditions, it 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to
menoriali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Mrch 26, 2026, as
Bangl adesh | ndependence Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The People's Republic of Bangladesh is a trusted ally of
our State and Nation, enjoying friendly relations, partnering in trade,
cooperati ng on def ense, and coordinating humanitarian aid and
I nterventions; and

WHEREAS, Bangl adesh is a thriving denocracy, whose people enjoy
freedom popul ar representati on, and prosperity; and

VWHEREAS, The nation prospers today because of a dedicated
I ndependence novenent, |ed by Shei kh Mijibur Rahman, who is revered as
the Father of the Nation, becomng its first President and |ater Prine
M ni ster; and

WHEREAS, Bangl adesh celebrates its Independence Day on March 26,
commenorating the anniversary of the 1971 radi o broadcast of a nessage
from Shei kh Muji bur Rahman procl ai m ng Bangl adeshi i ndependence; and

WHEREAS, The i ndependence of Bangl adesh was only possi bl e because of
t he Freedom Fi ghters who courageously risked their |lives to provide
fierce resistance during the war, and Bangl adesh | ndependence Day honors
their bravery; and

WHEREAS, The United States is hone to about 200, 000 Bangl adesh
Aneri cans, many of whomlive in the New York area, where they have nade
i mmeasurabl e contributions to all facets of life; and

WHEREAS, Over 60,000 Bangladeshi Anericans live in New York City,
where they constitute a proud, vibrant conmmunity, and count anong
thenselves small business owners, doctors, developers, journalists,
schol ars, artists, municipal workers, drivers for hire, and conmmunity
| eaders; and

WHEREAS, Bangl adeshi New Yorkers have left an indelible inprint,
conprising one of the fastest-growing conmmunities in New York City,
where Bengali is now one of the nobst conmmonl y-spoken | anguages; and



WHEREAS, On March 26, 1971, Major Zi aur Rahman broadcast a nessage
decl ari ng I ndependence Day of Bangl adesh on behalf of the |eader Banga
Bandhu Shei kh Mij i bur Rahman; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity
to recogni ze such events of significance which foster ethnic pride and
exenplify the «cultural diversity that represents and strengthens the
fabric of the people and the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim March 26, 2026, as
Bangl adesh | ndependence Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York, the Consul General of Bangladesh, and various Bangl adesh
organi zations in the State of New York.



