Senate Resolution No. 169
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG Dr. M chael Kel berman upon the occasion
of his induction into the 2024 Oneida County
Hi storical Richard W Couper Living Legends Hall of
Fame on COctober 10, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
and character of life in this great Enpire State is indelibly enriched
by the faithful and wuntiring efforts of those individuals who have
hel ped shape the history of their area; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Dr. M chael Kel berman upon the occasion of his induction into
the 2024 Oneida County Historical Richard W Couper Living Legends Hal
of Fane on Thursday, Cctober 10, 2024, at the Irish Cultural Center in
Utica, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The Oneida County Historical Hall of Fane was established
I n 1946 and honors individuals from Oneida County who nade an inpact on
the local comunity and the world; the Living Legends category was added
in 2001 to celebrate present-day nodel s of people making a difference;
and

VWHEREAS, Wen Dr. M chael Kel bernman's son, Harry, was di agnosed with
autismat two years of age, he and his wife, Jennifer, were introduced
to an unfamliar world, with a suddenly uncertain future and no cl ear
path forward; even as a practicing cardiologist and his wfe a trained
nur se practitioner, t he couple struggled to find sophisticated
di agnostic, behavioral, or educational resources |locally; and

VWHEREAS, During this time, Dr. Mchael Kelberman and his wfe nade
t he deci si on to take their resources and energy and create a
state-of-the-art autismorganization in their comunity of Uica, New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Today, the Kelberman Center is a |eading autism services
center for children, adults and famlies, providing conprehensive autism
prograns and services for people throughout all phases of life, from
early childhood through adulthood, including Home & Conmunity Based,
Educational, Cdinical, Residential, and Canp; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a goal to neet people and famlies where they are in
life and to support them every step of the way as they define auti sm and
navi gate that journey together, the expert staff at the Kel berman Center
enpower those they support wth specialized one-of-a-kind prograns,
resour ces, and wr ap- ar ound servi ces, creating a fulfilling,
| i fe-enriching experience for people and famlies; and

WHEREAS, Recognizing the need to serve famlies with auti sm beyond
preschool, Kel berman was officially incorporated as its own non-profit



organi zation in 2005 in Uica, New York; currently, the Center has
| ocations in Uica and Syracuse as well as seven comunity residences;
and

VWHEREAS, In 2021, Kel berman opened the LINK apartnents in Utica, an
inclusive living conmunity for people of all abilities, the first-ever
of its kind in New York State; and

WHEREAS, This vital organization has grown trenmendously since its
i nception; few auti sm organi zati ons have been able to offer such a broad
array of high-quality services and prograns, and its reach has expanded
across nmuch of Upstate New York as the preval ence of autism spectrum
di sorder continues to grow, and

WHEREAS, Wth a tireless and unwavering commtnent to Central New
York and beyond, Dr. Mchael Kelberman devoted his entire life to
i mproving the quality of life for others, enabling themto build 1lives
of dignity and self-worth; and

WHEREAS, This extraordinary man has lived an i mensely beauti ful
life built on conpassion, kindness, and respect for others; he is one of
the nost significant and enduring civic and nedical |eaders in the
County of Oneida, and his insight and strength will forever inspire the
lives of the countl ess people he has touched; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Dr. Mchael Kelberman upon the occasion of his induction into
the 2024 Oneida County Hi storical R chard W Couper Living Legends Hal
of Fame on Cctober 10, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. M chael Kel berman.



