Senate Resolution No. 1643
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORING Fire Chief David L. Gatch upon the
occasion of his retirenent after nearly 36 years of
di stingui shed service to the Rone Fire Departnent

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge
t hose i ndividual s whose professional |ives and civic endeavors serve to
enhance the stature of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Fire Chief David L. Gratch upon the occasion of his retirenent after
nearly 36 years of distinguished service to the Rone Fire Departnent to
take place on April 3, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, Firefighters exenplify the power of hunman conpassion and
the strength of the Anerican spirit through actions of the nost heroic
magni tude; their sacrifices and their selfless dedication nerit tribute
and recognition by all citizens of this great country; and

VWHEREAS, For nearly 36 years, David L. G atch has rendered faithful,
consci enti ous and val uable service to the Rome Fire Departnent; and

WHEREAS, David L. Gatch joined the Rone Fire Departnent on May 5,
1990; and

VWHEREAS, As a nenber of the fire departnent, David L. G atch served
as a fire investigator, training officer and hazmat specialist; and

WHEREAS, David L. Gatch led Rome's branch of the Oneida County
Hazmat Team and was instrunental in establishing the departnent's drone
team and

WHEREAS, David L. Gatch rose through the ranks as |ieutenant,
captain, deputy chief and adm nistrative deputy chief; he was appointed
fire chief on March 1, 2024; and

WHEREAS, In his capacity as a fire chief in the departnent, David L.
Gratch served with loyalty, honor and distinction; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his tenure of admrable service, David L. Gatch
continually denonstrated a high know edge and under st andi ng of
| eadership, training, and educational roles with the departnent and his
crews; and

WHEREAS, In his official acts, David L. Gatch was governed by a
keen sense of duty and always showed a uni que grasp of human probl ens;
and

VWHEREAS, During his tenure with the Rone Fire Departnent, David L
Gratch earned the admration, esteemand affection of his colleagues;



and

VWHEREAS, W th himthroughout have been his cherished wife, Kristie,
and beloved children, Rachael, Angela, and Dom nick, all of whom feel
privileged to be a part of his life and rejoice in his many
achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, It takes a special dedication, a strong desire to help
others, and a tireless sense of conmunity to forsake precious tine wth
famly and friends to respond to the signal that a neighbor is in need,
David L. Gatch is one such firefighter; throughout nearly 36 years of
devoted service, he heroically perforned, above and beyond the call of
duty, those responsibilities which define the task of fire protection,
and is justly worthy of this recognition and the many joyful years of
retirement in his future; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Fire Chief David L. Gatch upon the occasion of his retirenent
after nearly 36 years of distinguished service; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Fire Chief David L. G atch.



