Senate Resolution No. 1638
BY: Senator STEC

HONORI NG Chris Akey wupon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of the 2026 Busi nessperson
of the Year Award

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those outstanding individuals whose entrepreneurial spirit,
| eader shi p, and dedication to community service significantly contribute
to the economc vitality and well-being of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Chris Akey upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of the 2026
Busi nessperson of the Year Award by the North Country Chanber of
Commerce at its 114th Annual Awards Di nner on Friday, January 30, 2026,
at the Warren Ball room at SUNY Pl attsburgh; and

VWHEREAS, Based in Plattsburgh, Chris Akey has denonstr at ed
exceptional |eadership and vision through his |ongstanding association
with Tayl or Rental, where he began his career nore than 20 vyears ago;
and

WHEREAS, His professional |ourney was shaped early on through his
wor k at his grandparents' business, Farmand Fam |y, where he devel oped
the strong work ethic and custoner-first philosophy that continue to
gui de his | eadership and success today; and

WHEREAS, Under his direction, Taylor Rental has flourished, and his
entrepreneuri al drive has expanded into a diverse portfolio of
busi nesses serving comunities across the North Country, including
Conmer ci al Sal es and Cardi nal Ace Hardware, anong others; and

WHEREAS, Chris Akey's acconplishnments reflect not only business
grow h and innovation, but also a sustained conmtnment to reinvesting in
the North Country and creating neaningful, long-term econom c i npact
t hroughout the region; and

VWHEREAS, Carrying forward the Akey famly's |ongstanding and
respected presence in the |local business community, he exenplifies
excel l ence i n business | eadership and entrepreneurship; and

WHEREAS, Beyond his professional achievenents, Chris Akey has
denonstrated a steadfast dedication to community service, having served
on the CVPH Foundation Board and the North Country Cancer Fund, and
supporting nunmerous | ocal fundraisers and comunity initiatives that
strengthen and uplift the region; and

VWHEREAS, Known for his problemsolving approach and comrtnent to
assi sting custoners and nei ghbors alike, Chris Akey has earned the
respect of colleagues, enployees, and conmmunity nenbers throughout the
North Country; and



WHEREAS, The designation of Chris Akey as the 2026 Busi nessperson of
the Year appropriately recogni zes hi s entrepreneuri al success,

| eadership, integrity, and enduring conmtnent to the prosperity and
wel | -being of the North Country; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Chris Akey upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
the 2026 Businessperson of the Year Award by the North Country Chanber
of Commerce; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Chris Akey.



