Senate Resolution No. 162
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVWEMORATI NG the 75th Anniversary of WKTV on
Decenber 1, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality
and character of life inthis great Enpire State is indelibly enriched
by the faithful and untiring efforts of those individuals who have
hel ped shape the history of broadcasting in their area; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 30th Anniversary of WKTV on Sunday, Decenber 1, 2024,
and

VWHEREAS, Myron Kallet was in the novie business in the 1930s before
he pivoted to radio, noticing the changes in technology and shifts in
patronage to his novie show ngs; he applied for and was granted a
license for a radio station in Rone, New York, and WKAL was subsequently
built and put on the air soon after; and

WHEREAS, After Mron Kallet's venture into the world of radio, one
of his friends who worked in the FCC in Washi ngton gave hima call and
invited him to explore the new nedium of television; Myron Kallet
submtted the proper application and was granted channel 13; and

WHEREAS, The new tel evision studio, business offices, and broadcast
tower were constructed on top of Smth H Il in Deerfield, overlooking
the Gty of Uica on the northern ridge of the Mhawk Valley; and

VWHEREAS, On Decenber 1, 1949, VWKTV went on the air and was the 93rd
television station in the country to sign on; it remains one of the
ol dest menbers of the NBC network; and

WHEREAS, The program schedule began as a junbled mx of news,
variety shows, and comrercials, beginning late in the afternoon and
endi ng before m dnight; nost shows were 15 or 30 minutes in duration and
were done live; nost of the |ocal on-air personalities were forner radio
announcers; the station later participated in hosting early versions of
telethons and then broadcasted useful public service information, such
as |l ocal news and weat her; and

WHEREAS, VKTV was al so host to a variety of unique programs such as
a cooking show, a "H GH SCHOOL QU Z' show, and an after-school show
featuring a cl own nanmed Bozo; and

WHEREAS, In the md-1950s, a |l ocal radi o announcer joined the staff
of announcers at VWKTV and quickly gained a follow ng; this new tal ent
was Dick Clark, world-renowned television and radio personality and
t el evi si on producer; and

VWHEREAS, A decade l|later, the station's ownership transferred to Pau



Harron of Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania; under his direction and under the
advice of the FCC, a new broadcast tower was constructed further east,
ultimately noving WKTV to channel 2 from channel 13; and

VWHEREAS, Omership remained the same and the station continued to
prosper through the 1970s and '80s; in the md-'80s, the FCC cane down
wi th several rulings concerning cross ownership of broadcast, cable, and
print nmedia in the sane conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, Harron Communi cati on owned both WKTV and Harron Cable TV in
Utica; it was required that they nust divest thenselves of one or the
other; in 1992, an agreenent was reached between Harron Conmunications
and Smth Broadcasting of New York, Inc. and for only the third tine in
its long history, WKTV' s |icense changed hands; and

VWHEREAS, | n March of 2014, WKTV and its cable channel sister station
VBU wer e purchased by Heartland Media; WKTV becane the first station in
the newy fornmed Heartland tel evision group; and

WHEREAS, VKTV has a rich and proud history; that history has been a
catalyst to today's successful performance by the station and the
foundation for the future of television in the Mhawk Valley; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout the past 75 years, WKTV has flourished and
broadened its programm ng, becom ng nore popular with increasing support
fromthe conmmunity; and

VWHEREAS, The success of WKTV is in direct correlation to the efforts
of its nmenbers, whose involvenent is, and always has been, characterized
by an inpressive conmmtnent, an unbri dl ed ent husi asm and an
unconprom sing standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the
community; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those illustrious broadcasters who have diligently and consistently,
year after year, recorded the history of their comunities and brought
| ocal news and news of the larger world to their listeners and viewers;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 75th Anniversary of WKTV; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to WKTV.



