Senate Resolution No. 1578
BY: Senator GRI FFO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April, 2026, as Parkinson's Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to set aside
of ficial days established to increase awareness of serious health issues
that affect the lives of New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril, 2026, as Parkinson's Awareness
Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Parkinson's disease is a progressive neurol ogical disorder
that affects mllions of individuals worldw de, including thousands of
New Yor kers, causing a w de range of debilitating synptons that i npact
the ability to nove, conmmunicate, and performbasic daily activities;
and

WHEREAS, According to the New York State Departnent of Health, the
Par ki nson's Foundation, and the Wrld Health O ganization, Parkinson's
di sease affects nore than 65,000 people in New York State, one mllion
people in the United States, and over 10 mllion people around the
wor | d; and

VWHEREAS, Parkinson's di sease does not discrimnate by age, race,
gender, or socioeconom c status, but can affect people of all wal ks of
life, and those living with the disease often face challenges that
require medical care, famly support, and conmunity engagenent; and

VWHEREAS, April is recognized annually as Parkinson's Awareness
Month, a nonth to rai se awareness, pronote understanding, and celebrate
the resilience of individuals living with Parkinson's disease; and

VHEREAS, Acknow edgi ng Parkinson's disease and raising public
awar eness i s an essential part of reducing the stigma surrounding the
condition, pronoting research for better treatnents, and supporting
those affected by it, including their famlies and caregivers; and

VWHEREAS, The State of New York joins Conmunity Wl |l ness Partners and
ot her organi zations throughout the State in commtting to supporting
t hose affected by Parkinson's disease and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, During the nonth of April, 2026, the gl obal Parkinson's
comunity will unite through the 'Spark the N ght' canpaign, a worldw de
initiative dedicated to raising awareness for Parkinson's disease by
|l i ghting up buildings, bridges, and | andmarks in blue; and

VWHEREAS, I ncreased research, education, and community support
services are crucial to inproving the lives of people wth Parkinson's
and finding a cure; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim April, 2026, as
Par ki nson's Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and Conmunity Wl |l ness Partners.



