Senate Resolution No. 1576
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORING First Central Baptist Church upon the
occasion of hosting its 21st Annual Staten |Island
Bl ack Hi story Town Hall on February 21, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend institutions of faith and conmunity | eadership whose enduring
commtment to justice, education, service, and civic engagenent has
strengthened the social fabric and noral foundation of the State of New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full-accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
First Central Baptist Church upon the occasion of hosting its 21st
Annual Staten Island Black History Town Hall, to be held on Saturday,
February 21, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, Established in 1978 in the Stapleton section of Staten
Island by a small group of devoted believers, First Central Baptist
Church has grown from hunbl e beginnings into a respected spiritual and
comunity institution, rooted in worship, service, education, and a
steadfast commtnent to uplifting underserved comrunities; and

VWHEREAS, For nearly five decades, First Central Baptist Church has
served as both a house of worship and a center for community life,
expanding its mssion through the devel opnent of the Central Famly Life
Center and the delivery of prograns addressing education, yout h
devel opnent, senior services, health awareness, econom c enpower nent,
and soci al support; and

VWHEREAS, Since 2005, First Central Baptist Church has been l|ed by
Rev. Dr. Denetrius S. Carolina, Sr., a wdely respected pastor
educator, and advocate for justice and human rights, whose mnistry has
enphasi zed spiritual enpowernent, educational equity, econom c justice,
and transformative community engagenent at the local, national, and
gl obal 1evels; and

VWHEREAS, Rev. Dr. Carolina is the founder of the Staten Island Bl ack
H story Town Hall, a landmark annual forumthat, for nore than two
decades, has created space for reflection, education, and dialogue,
honoring Black history and achi evenent whil e addressing critical issues
related to health, wellness, equity, and the collective future of the
Staten Island conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Through its programm ng and partnerships, the town hall has
becone one of Staten Island's nbst enduring civic gatherings, fostering
unity across generations, strengthening collaboration anong faith-based
and community organi zations, and el evating voices commtted to justice,
resilience, and shared progress; and

WHEREAS, The 21st Annual Staten Island Black Hi story Town Hall



convening under the thenme "Thriving Together, Through It AIl," reflects
the enduring strength and perseverance of the comunity, affirmng a

collective conmmtnment to healing, enpowernent, and the well-being of
m nd, body, and spirit; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor First Central Baptist Church upon the occasion of hosting its 21st
Annual Staten Island Black Hi story Town Hall on February 21, 2026, and
to recognize this neaningful event for its significant and |asting
contributions to education, civic engagenent, and conmmunity enpower nent;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Rev. Dr. Denetrius S. Carolina, Sr., and to the
| eadershi p and congregation of First Central Baptist Church, as a
| asti ng expression of the respect and appreciation of the New York State
Legi sl ature.



