Senate Resolution No. 1561
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORI NG Brian MQueen upon the occasion of his
retirement after 11 years of distinguished service
to the Believe 271 Foundati on

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge the
significant m | est ones in the distinguished careers of esteened
residents of this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Brian MQueen wupon the occasion of his retirement after 11 years of
di stingui shed service to the Believe 271 Foundation in Decenber, 2025;
and

WHEREAS, For the past 11 years, Brian McQueen rendered faithful,
conscientious and valuable service to the Believe 271 Foundation,
earning the admration, esteemand affection of his colleagues; and

WHEREAS, Brian MQeen is a dedicated volunteer firefighter with
over four decades of volunteer fire service, and he was a past fire
chief of the Whitesboro Volunteer Fire Departnent; and

VWHEREAS, In 2014, Brian MQueen was diagnosed wth B-cell,
non- Hodgki n' s | ynphorma, and this diagnosis was confirnmed to be a direct
result of his risky work as a firefighter; and

VWHEREAS, Inspired by his own journey and notivated by the desire to
help other firefighters facing a cancer diagnosis, Brian MQueen
co-founded the Believe 271 Foundation, a 501 c3 non-profit, in Mrch,
2014; and

VWHEREAS, The Believe 271 Foundation's mssion is to advocate for and
provi de financial assistance to those volunteer firefighters and | adies
auxiliaries stricken with cancer and life-threatening illness in Oneida
and Herki mer Counties; and

WHEREAS, The Bel i eve 271 Foundation has provided over $400,000 of
assistance to those firefighters and |adies auxiliaries in need; this
fi nanci al assi stance provides nuch needed and deserved relief while
these individuals and their famlies navigate conpl ex nedi cal journeys;
and

VWHEREAS, Research shows that 62% of firefighters would be inpacted
by occupation cancer, and under the |eadership of Brian McQueen, the
Bel i eve 271 Foundation created an educational program to share the
dangers and risks of occupational cancer; this unique program has
reached over 6,000 volunteer firefighters and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Brian McQueen al so used his diagnosis as inspiration to
lead the Firefighter's Association of the State of New York to advocate



for a cancer benefit for all volunteer firefighters in New York State;
his efforts were successful, and the cancer benefit becane active in
2019; and

WHEREAS, Brian MQueen's advocacy work stretched beyond New York
State, and he represented the National Volunteer Fire Council at the
first National Cancer Alliance neeting and hel ped | ay the foundation for
the first Lavender Ribbon Report, which provides vital information on
the prevention of firefighter cancer; and

VWHEREAS, I n addition to his advocacy and | eadership with the Believe
271 Foundation, Brian McQueen continues to serve wth the Witesboro
Fire Departnent's Training Division as an instructor, and he was vital
to securing grant funding for the Witestown MAZE training conplex; and

VWHEREAS, In recognition of his dedicated service and advocacy, Brian
McQueen was naned reci pient of the John M Buckman |11 Leadership Award
by the International Association of Fire Chiefs at their Synposiumin
the Sun in 2024; and

WHEREAS, In his capacity as co-founder, Brian MQueen served wth
| oyalty, honor, and distinction, and was governed by a keen sense of
duty and al ways showed a uni que grasp of human problens in his official
acts; thanks to his commtnent, the |Ilives of nmany firefighters and
| adi es auxiliaries throughout New York State have been changed; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
I ndi viduals of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Brian McQueen upon the occasion of his retirenent after 11 vyears
of distinguished service to the Believe 271 Foundation; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Brian MQueen.



