Senat e Resol ution No. 1505
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

HONORI NG Denis Kitchen wupon the occasion of his
designation as Lifetine Achiever of the Year by the
Cl arence Chanber of Commerce, to be celebrated on
March 19, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze those
i ndi vidual s whose lifetine of service, |eadership, and professional
achievenment has left a lasting and neaningful inpact upon their
comunity, state, and nation; and

WHEREAS, Denis Kitchen has been selected as the Lifetine Achiever of
the Year by the O arence Chanber of Commerce, an honor to be bestowed at
t he Chanber's 53rd Annual Awards Gal a on Thursday, March 19, 2026, at
Samuel 's Grande Manor in Wlliansville, New York; and

WHEREAS, Born in Buffalo, New York in 1943, Denis Kitchen has spent
nearly his entire life in Western New York, wth the exception of five
years of active-duty service in the United States Navy, exenplifying a
lifelong commtnent to both his community and his country; and

WHEREAS, Denis Kitchen is a graduate of Kennore Wst H gh School,
Cass of 1961, and earned a Bachelor of Science degree fromthe
Rochester Institute of Technology in 1965, where he was elected Vice
President of the Student Body, denonstrating early |eadership and
dedi cation to service; and

WHEREAS, He furthered his education by earning a Master of Science
in Education fromlIndiana University in 1966, and later a Juris Doctor
degree fromthe State University of New York at Buffalo Law School in
1976, where he was appointed to Mot Court, reflecting academc
excel | ence and professional prom se; and

WHEREAS, |In 1967, Denis Kitchen joined the United States Navy,
serving as a Naval Aviator and flight instructor, and |later continued
his service in the Naval Reserve, fromwhich he retired after 21 vyears
with the rank of Commander, a testanent to his dedication, |eadership,
and patriotism and

VWHEREAS, Since 1976, Denis Kitchen has practiced law in Iocal,
state, and federal courts, including the United States Court of Appeals,
and has further contributed to the legal profession by teaching
continuing |egal education courses through the National Busi ness
Institute and serving as an adjunct faculty nmenber at Canisius Coll ege;
and

WHEREAS, Denis Kitchen's professional and civic involvenent includes
menbership in the Erie County Bar Association, the Christian Legal
Society, and the Anmerican Center for Law and Justice, as well as
affiliation with Aliance Defending Freedom reflecting his deep
commitnment to ethical |eadership and service; and



WHEREAS, His dedication to comunity life is further denonstrated
t hrough his service as President of the Board of Christian Counseling

Mnistries of Wstern New York, President of the C arence Toastnasters
Club, and as an El der at Love Joy Gospel Church, where he has provided
gui dance, nentorship, and steadfast |eadership; and

VWHEREAS, Denis Kitchen has shared a |ife of partnership and devotion
with his wfe, Nancy Kitchen, whomhe nmet while attendi ng Rochester
Institute of Technol ogy; married in 1967, they will celebrate their 59th
weddi ng anni versary in June, and are the proud parents of Denis M
Ki tchen, Jennifer Kitchen McGann, and Elisabeth Kitchen; and

WHEREAS, The d arence Chanber of Conmmerce's designation of Denis
Kitchen as Lifetinme Achiever of the Year is a fitting recognition of a
life defi ned by service, integrity, |eadership, and unwavering
commtment to fam|ly, profession, and community; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Denis Kitchen wupon the occasion of his designation as Lifetine
Achi ever of the Year by the C arence Chanmber of Commerce on March 19,
2026; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Denis Kitchen.



