Senate Resol ution No. 1493
BY: Senat or SCARCELLA- SPANTON

COMVEMORATI NG t he 45th Anniversary of the death of
Dor ot hy Day, vener abl e Cat hol i c | ay | eader,
journalist, and co-founder of the Catholic Worker
Movenent

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
significant anniversaries that coomenorate the lives of extraordinary
i ndi vidual s whose noral vision and steadfast commtnent to justice have
| eft an enduring inpact on the people of the State of New York and the
wor | d; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
45t h Anniversary of the death of Dorothy Day; this nonmentous occasion
was recognized with a nmenorial Mass, including prayers devoted to Day's
canoni zati on, on Saturday, Novenmber 29, 2025, at St. Peter's Ronan
Catholic Church in New Brighton, New York; and

WHEREAS, Dorothy Day, who died at age 83 on Novenber 29, 1980,
continues to be evaluated for sainthood in the Catholic Church and is
recognized as a Servant of God, the first step in the nulti-stage
canoni zati on process; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Brooklyn Heights, Dorothy Day naintai ned a deep and
abi ding connection to Staten Island throughout her life; followng her
conversion to Catholicism she was baptized in 1927 at Qur Lady Hel p of
Christians Church in Tottenville; and

VWHEREAS, Dorothy Day spent her youth and adult summers at Annadal e
Beach and resided at her honme on the corner of Zephyr and Poillon
Avenues, where she prayed, wote, and wel coned nei ghbors in keeping with
her commtnent to hospitality; and

WHEREAS, Together with Catholic Wrker co-founder Peter Maurin,
Dorot hy Day operated a cooperative farm on Bl oom ngdal e Road i n Pl easant

Plains from 1950 to 1964, a living expression of the novenent's
principles of voluntary poverty, conmunal |abor, and service to the
poor; and

WHEREAS, In later years she continued to spend her summers at

Spani sh Canp in Annadale, further strengthening her ties to Staten
I sl and, where she is nowinterred at Resurrection Cenetery in Pl easant
Pl ai ns; and

WHEREAS, The Cat holic Wrker Mvenent began in 1933 during the G eat
Depressi on, when Dorothy Day, influenced by Peter Maurin's personali st
phil osophy and her Catholic faith, published the first issue of The
Cat hol i ¢ Wor ker newspaper; and

WHEREAS, Sold for a penny, The Catholic W rker quickly becane a
prom nent voice for economc justice, workers' rights, direct aid to the



poor, and Christian pacifism helping to spark a nati onw de novenent
devoted to the Wrks of Mercy and nonvi ol ence; and

VWHEREAS, As the novenent expanded, Dorothy Day-who openly enbraced
Christian anarchism the Church's preferential option for the poor, and
distributismas an alternative to both socialism and capitalismbecane
one of the nost influential Catholic lay |eaders of the 20th century;
and

WHEREAS, During World War 1I1, The Catholic W rker upheldits
paci fist principles and supported conscientious objectors, solidifying
the novenent's reputation for noral clarity and courage in tinmes of
national crisis; and

WHEREAS, Today, nore than 200 Cat holic Wrker houses of hospitality
operate around the world, each shaped by | ocal needs but unified by the
founding principles articulated by Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin-nercy,
solidarity, nonviolence, and the belief in the inherent dignity of every
person; and

VWHEREAS, The Staten Island Catholic Wrker, founded two years ago by
Deborah Sucich and headquartered at St. Peter's Church, continues this
proud tradition, offering direct service to those in need and keeping
alive Dorothy Day's | egacy of radical hospitality; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 45th Anniversary of the death of Dorothy Day, to honor
her profound contributions to social justice, peace, and the spiritual
life of New York State and the nation, and to recognize the Catholic
Wrker of Staten Island for its efforts to preserve and cel ebrate her
menory; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Catholic Wrker of Staten Island and to St. Peter's
Roman Cat holic Church, New Brighton, New YorKk.



