Senate Resolution No. 1486
BY: Senator STEC

COVMENDI NG Tony Kostecki upon the occasion of
bei ng recognized as a Trailblazer in Arts & Culture
honoree by City & State NY magazi ne

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tine and energies and serve
the best interests of their conmunities are an asset beyond remuneration
and cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

VWHEREAS, Tony Kostecki has given not only of his time and energies
but al so of his conpetence, intelligence and | eadership and consequently
has been designated for special honor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to cormmend Tony
Kost ecki upon the occasi on of being recogni zed as a 2025 Trail blazer in
Arts & Culture honoree by City & State NY magazi ne; and

WHEREAS, City & State's Trail blazers in Arts & Culture, witten and
researched in partnership with journalist Lon Cohen, is a prestigious
award that honors visionary | eaders who drive critical work and inprove
the lives of New Yorkers through the State's vibrant arts and culture
sector; and

WHEREAS, Tony Kostecki and his fell ow honorees will be cel ebrated at
an awards cerenony in Mnhattan, New York where they will honor his
decades-1 ong dedication to the arts and education; and

VWHEREAS, Tony Kostecki has been a central figure in New York's North
Country arts community for decades, nost notably through his | eadership
of Seagl e Festival, rebranded from Seagle Misic Colony in 2021 to better
reflect its nodern mission, the oldest opera training programin the
United States, founded in 1915; and

WHEREAS, Tony Kostecki holds a Bachelors of Arts in Msic from
Benedictine College and a Masters of Misic in Piano Acconpanyi ng and
Organ Performance fromthe University of Kansas; and

WHEREAS, Wth a robust performance resune, Tony Kost ecki ' s
experience includes work as a pianist/coach for conpanies |like the
Florida Grand Opera, Shreveport Opera, and Uah Opera; and

WHEREAS, Prior to his full-time commtnment to the Seagle Festival,
Tony Kostecki served as Director of Education for the Fort Wrth QOpera
Studio from 2002 to 2007, where he was instrunental in creating the
renowned Young Artists Program and

WHEREAS, Since being appointed General Director in January 2008,
Tony Kostecki's tenure has been narked by a period of dramatic expansion
for the institution; the Festival has grown from a sumer - onl y
performance and training festival to a stalwart year-round presence in
the |l ocal and regional arts scene; and



WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an
i ndividual for the benefit of others which Tony Kostecki has displayed
t hroughout his career; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Tony Kostecki upon the occasion of being recognized as a 2025
Trailblazer in Arts & Culture honoree by City & State NY nagazi ne; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Tony Kost ecki .



