Senate Resol ution No. 1483
BY: Senat or MJRRAY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2026, as Distracted Driving Awareness Month in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
of fici al nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2026, as Distracted
Driving Awareness Mnth in the State of New York, in conjunction with
t he observance of National Distracted Driving Awareness Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, Distracted Driving Awareness Month in April is a wunited
effort to recognize the dangers of and elim nate preventable deaths from
di stracted driving; and

WHEREAS, Every day, at |east nine Anericans die and 100 are injured
in distracted driving crashes; cell phones, dashboard touchscreens,
voi ce conmands and ot her in-vehicle technol ogies pose a threat to public
safety; and

VWHEREAS, D stracted driving I ncludes not only technol ogical
di stractions, but also eating, tal king to passengers, snoking, adjusting
dashboard or other vehicle controls; and

VWHEREAS, The best way to end distracted driving is to educate all
Anericans on the danger it poses; each and every death is 100 percent
prevent abl e; just one second of your attention is all it takes to change
alife forever; and

WHEREAS, According to the Nat i onal Hi ghway Traffic Saf ety
Adm nistration (NHTSA), in the United States in 2021, 3,522 people were
killed as a result of distracted driving, and 362,415 people were
injured in notor vehicle crashes involving distracted drivers; and

WHEREAS, According to the NHTSA, in 2021, eight percent of fatal
crashes, 14 percent of injury crashes, and 13 percent of al
pol i ce-reported not or vehicl e crashes wer e reported as
di stracti on-affected crashes; and

WHEREAS, The National H ghway Traffic Saf ety Adm ni stration
estimated that crashes caused by distracted driving in 2019, had a
soci etal harm cost of $395 billion when factoring in quality of life
valuations in the United States; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness on
t he dangers of distracted driving, and nore nust be done to increase
activity at the local, state and national |evels; now therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2026, as Distracted
Driving Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



