Senat e Resol ution No. 1471
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

COMVEMORATI NG the observance of the 41st Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of New
York, on January 19, 2026

VWHEREAS, Fromtinme to tine, we take note of certain individuals whom
we wsh to recognize for their valued contributions and to publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic humanity anong
us all; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the customof this Legislative Body to
join the people of this great Enpire State in proudly observing the 41st
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of New York, on January
19, 2026, taking note of his nmany acconplishnents and contributions to
manki nd; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King was a visionary |eader, mnister, and chanpion of
justice whose unwaveri ng conmm t nment to equality, dignity, and
nonvi ol ence transfornmed the course of Anerican history; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. King was born the grandson of a slave into a segregated
society in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 15, 1929; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King was deeply shaped by his academ c and theol ogi cal
training, having graduated from Mrehouse College, attended Crozer
Theol ogi cal Sem nary, and earned a doctorate in Systematic Theol ogy from
Boston University, grounding his |leadership in rigorous scholarship,
noral phil osophy, and faith; and

WHEREAS, After returning from Crozer, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivered his first sernon at Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Atl anta and becanme the church's co-pastor with his father; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. King energed as one of the nost influential |eaders of
the Civil R ghts Muwvenent, dedicating his life to the pursuit of racial
justice and the dismantling of systemc discrimnation against Black
Aneri cans through peaceful protest and noral courage; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King cane to national prom nence as a | eader during the
Mont gonmery Bus Boycott of 1955-1956, where his | eadership hel ped bring
an end to segregation agai nst Black Americans on public transportation
and denonstrated the power of organized, nonviolent protest; and

WHEREAS, As a founding nenber and president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), Dr. King coordinated grassroots
canpaigns and frequently partnered wth organizations such as the
St udent Nonvi ol ent Coordinating Conmttee (SNCC) and the Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE) throughout the South to chall enge segregati oni st
| aws agai nst Black Anericans and discrimnatory practices affecting
educati on, enploynent, housing, and voting rights; and



VWHEREAS, Dr. King played a pivotal role in the Birm ngham Canpai gn
of 1963, confronting segregation through nmass denonstrations that

exposed the brutality of racial oppression and galvanized national
support for civil rights; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. King hel ped organi ze and | ead the March on Washi ngton
for Jobs and Freedomin 1963, where he delivered his historic "I Have a
Dreanf speech, articulating a vision of racial equality, economc
justice, and unity that continues to inspire generations; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King led the Selma to Montgonery voting-rights marches,
cour ageously confronting voter suppression and state viol ence, and

WHEREAS, Dr. King's | eadership hel ped gal vanize a national novenent
that challenged segregation, voter suppression, and racial violence,
| eading to | andnmark achi evenents such as the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964
and the Voting Rights Act of 1965; and

VWHEREAS, In recognition of his extraordinary |eadership and
unwavering comnmtnent to nonviolence in the pursuit of justice and
peace, Dr. King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, becom ng the
youngest recipient at the tinme; and

VWHEREAS, Through his powerful oratory, witings, and advocacy, Dr.
King articulated a vision of Anerica rooted in fairness, opportunity,
and nutual respect, remnding the nation that "injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere"; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. King expanded the novenent's focus to include economc
justice, labor rights, and the eradication of poverty  through
initiatives such as the Poor People's Canpaign, recognizing that civil
rights and econom c dignity are inseparable; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King's finest |egacy of greater social justice for al
Anericans was truly reflected in his devotion to serve and respect
others, and in his steadfast love for all humanity and taught wus that
t hrough non-violence, courage displaces fear, |ove transforns hate,
accept ance di ssipates prejudice, and nutual regard cancels enmty; and

WHEREAS, Even in the face of threats, violence, and ultimately his
assassination on April 4, 1968, Dr. King renained steadfast in his
belief that Ilove, truth, and nonviolence could overcone hat r ed,
i njustice, and fear; and

WHEREAS, Despite this inmense |oss, the | egacy of Dr. King continues
to endure decades later, inspiring ongoing novenents for fairness and
equality; his legacy and his dreamcontinue to be a guiding light for
generations; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that the commn
and shared responsibility of governance demands an I rrevocabl e
commtnment to the preservation and enhancenent of human dignity as
exenplified by Dr. King; and



VWHEREAS, By honoring the life and sacrifice of Dr. King, we reaffirm
a conmtnent to wupholding denocratic values and civic engagenent,
recogni zing that we nust continue his work to preserve a society that
reflects the fundanental principles of equality and justice for all as
expressed in this Nation's foundi ng docunents; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize and pay tribute to the | egendary life and achievenents of
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., upon the occasion of the 97th
anniversary of his birth and the celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day in the State of New York and throughout the Nation; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislative
Caucus.



