Senate Resolution No. 1468

BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORI NG t he Young, G fted, & Bl ack
Entrepreneurial Awards for its commi t ment to
recogni zi ng excel | ence, servi ce, and cultura

| eader shi p, and bestowing the Lifetine Achievenent
Award to Cassandra Harris Lockwood

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend institutions and initiatives that uplift comunities by
celebrating excellence, service, creativity, justice, and visionary
| eadership, and that affirmthe enduring value of civic engagenent,
cul tural expression, and conmunity stewardship; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
the Young, G fted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards, upon the occasion of
its presentation of the Lifetine Achievenent Award in Conmunity Service
and Qutreach on Wednesday, February 25, 2026, recognizing a lifetime of
service and transformative inpact within the Black and gl obal comunity;
and

WHEREAS, Established in 2006 by founder Carl Gay, the Young,
Gfted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to recognizing and celebrating distinguished individuals of
col or across the Anericas, the Caribbean, and Africa, whose | eadership,
perseverance, creativity, and service have nade neani ngful and | asting
contri butions across business, education, the arts, philanthropy, and
comunity devel opnent, while uplifting stories of excellence that m ght
ot herwi se go unrecogni zed; and

VWHEREAS, In furtherance of this m ssion, the Young, Gfted, & Black
Entrepreneurial Awards has selected Cassandra Harris Lockwood as the
recipient of the Lifetinme Achievenent Award in Community Service and
Qutreach, in recognition of nore than five decades of visionary
| eadership at the intersection of art, activism journalism and
grassroots comunity enpowernent; and

WHEREAS, Born in Wshington, D.C., in 1951 and raised in rural
Upstate New York, Cassandra Harris Lockwood energed early as a |eader
and advocate, attaining state-level student |eadership during the
transformative social novenents of the 1960s, experiences that shaped
her Iifelong commtnment to justice, equity, and cultural expression; and

WHEREAS, A graduate of Kirkland College with a degree in fine arts
and dance, Cassandra Harris Lockwood distinguished herself as a
trail blazer for gender -equity, becomng the first femal e construction
wor ker in New York State and advanci ng opportunities for wonen in |abor
during a period of entrenched institutional exclusion; and

VWHEREAS, Her artistic excellence earned advanced training at the
Alvin Ail ey Dance Studio, the Dance Theatre of Harlem and the GCeorge



Fai son School of Dance, and during this period she further shattered
barriers as the first woman licensed to drive a Hansomcab in New York
Cty, reflecting courage, determ nation, and resilience; and

WHEREAS, Cassandra Harris Lockwood' s professional career included
wor k on Broadway and of f Broadway productions such as Raisin, Bubbling
Brown Sugar, The Wz, and Wne in the Wl derness, while also cultivating
a multidinmensional artistic practice enconpassing nusic, playwiting,
heal ing arts, netaphysics, and conmunity-centered creative expression;
and

VWHEREAS, Returning to Uica, New York, in 1979, Cassandra Harris
Lockwood united her artistic vision wth direct comunity action,
serving as Lead Organizer for Corn Hill People United and dedi cating her
life to enpoweri ng i ndi vi dual s and famlies through advocacy,
sel f-determ nation, and grassroots organi zing; and

WHEREAS, |In 2002, she founded For The Good, 1Inc., a nonprofit
devoted to arts, education, and community devel opnent, and | aunched
Utica Phoenix, the city's first Black newspaper, «creating a lasting
platform for wunderrepresented voices and cultural representation in
Central New York; and

VWHEREAS, Through pi oneeri ng cul tural producti ons, comunity
journalism children's nusic, and decades of civic engagenent, Cassandra
Harris Lockwood has denonstrated that culture is not nerely artistic
expression, but a powerful instrument for justice, unity, healing, and
human di gnity; and

WHEREAS, The Lifetine Achievenent Award in Community Service and
Qutreach, bestowed by the Young, G fted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards,
fittingly reflects the organization's commtnent to honoring |lives of
sustained service, cultural |[|eadership, and community transformation;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the Young, Gfted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards for its
continued conmtnent to recogni zing excellence, service, and cultural
| eader shi p, and for bestowing the Lifetine Achievenent Award in
Community Service and Qutreach upon Cassandra Harris Lockwood; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Young, Gfted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards, and to
Cassandra Harris Lockwood, as an expression of the highest esteem and
appreciation of this Legislative Body.



