Senat e Resol ution No. 1459
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORI NG Akeem Rudder upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of the Strategic Vision
Award in Sports, Health & Fitness by Young, G fted,
& Bl ack Entrepreneurial Awards, Inc.

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend individuals whose dedication to sport, conmunity enpowernent,
and inclusive health and fitness initiatives has created opportunities,
inspired others, and advanced equity for all participants in athletic
life; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is proud to honor Akeem
Rudder, senior national hockey player, inclusive sports pioneer, and

founder of the IncludeU Sports Acadeny, upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of the Strategic Vision Award in Sports, Health
& Fitness by Young, G fted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards, Inc., on
Wednesday, February 25, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, Founded in 2006 by Carl Gray, the Young, Gfted, & Black
Entrepreneurial Awards, Inc., is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
recogni zi ng distinguished individuals of color across the Anericas, the
Cari bbean, and Africa, celebrating "Unsung Heroes and Heroines" whose
| eadership, resilience, and service have nade a | asting inpact across
busi ness, sports, healthcare, culture, and community devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Akeem Rudder is a distinguished senior national hockey team
pl ayer for Barbados who has represented his country at all |levels of
conpetition, denonstrating athletic excel | ence, | eader shi p, and
conpetitive integrity on the international stage; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his athletic achievenents, Akeem Rudder is a
conm tted advocate for inclusive sport, founding the IncludeU Sports
Acadeny to expand participation in physical activity and conpetitive
sport for individuals with special needs and physical disabilities,
using sport as a vehicle for holistic devel opnment, physical literacy,
and communi ty bel ongi ng; and

VWHEREAS, Through IncludeU Sports Acadeny, Akeem Rudder has created
progr ans t hat bl end sport sci ence, physi cal educat i on, and
i ndi vidual i zed support, working with teachers, occupational therapists,
and physiotherapists to design long-form ability-based training that
ensures all participants are supported and enpowered; and

VWHEREAS, Akeem Rudder's work in inclusive athletics extends through
partnerships wth organizations such as the Barbados Down Syndrone
Associ ation, and his contributions to adaptive sport has been recogni zed
| ocal Iy, including receipt of the Banyan Award for raising awareness of
heal t h, well ness, and inclusive sport participation; and



WHEREAS, Most recently, Akeem Rudder served as the director of
I ncl udeU Sports Acadeny at a public |egacy event that brought disability
advocacy groups together to celebrate i ncl usi on t hr ough sport,

hi ghlighting the Acadeny's role in preparing children and adults for
pat hways into Special O ynpics and Paral ynpic conpetition; and

WHEREAS, Through his enduring commtnent to equity in sport, his
strategic vision for inclusive physical activity, and his denonstration
of how athletic excellence can intersect with community service, Akeem
Rudder continues to wuplift individuals across Barbados and t he
Cari bbean, expanding access to health, fitness, and sport for all; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Akeem Rudder wupon his designation as recipient of the Strategic
Vision Award in Sports, Health & Fitness by Young, Gfted, & Black
Entrepreneurial Awards, Inc., and to commend his exenplary contributions
to inclusive sport, conmmunity enpowernent, and athletic |eadership; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Akeem Rudder as an expression of the highest respect and
appreciation of this Legislative Body.



