Senat e Resol ution No. 1453
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORI NG Marsha WMassi ah upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Educational &
Community Enpowernent Award by Young, Gfted, &
Bl ack Entrepreneurial Awards, Inc.

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
comend i ndi vi dual s whose visionary | eadershi p, dedication to education
and commtnent to cultural enmpowernent have strengthened communities,
fostered generational |earning, and el evated the voices of historically
underrepresent ed popul ati ons; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Mar sha Massi ah, Founder and Executive Director of the Brooklyn Cari bbean
Literary Festival (BCLF), upon the occasion of her designation as
recipient of the Educational & Conmunity Enpowernent Award by Young,
G fted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards, Inc., on Wdnesday, February 25,
2026; and

VWHEREAS, Founded in 2006 by Carl Gay, Young, Gfted, & Black
Entrepreneurial Awards, 1Inc. 1is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
recogni zi ng di stinguished individuals of color across the Americas, the
Cari bbean, and Africa, celebrating "Unsung Heroes and Heroi nes" whose
| eadership, resilience, and service have nade a |asting inpact across
heal t hcare, business, arts, and community devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Since its founding, the BCLF has becone the only literary
festival in the United States dedicated exclusively to Caribbean
literature and indigenous storytelling, celebrating |lumnaries such as
Jamai ca Kincaid, Lorna Goodison, and Dr. Elizabeth Nunez, and advancing
the visibility and sustainability of Caribbean literary voices; and

WHEREAS, Born and raised in Trinidad & Tobago, Mrsha Massi ah draws
inspiration fromher honeland to build bridges for Caribbean stories,
advocating for witers to be recogni zed as the original storytellers and
cul tural architects of their narratives while ensuring their
intellectual and economic viability; and

WHEREAS, Under her |eadership, the BCLF has becone a dynamc
platform for the diaspora, connecting literature wth nusic, art,
folklore, fiction, rhythm spoken word, and oral traditions, fostering
di al ogues t hat cel ebrate Cari bbean heritage and identity while
denocrati zing access to storytelling across generations; and

WHEREAS, Marsha Massiah has conceptualized signature initiatives
including the Caribbean Fiction Collection at the Center for Fiction,
t he Cocoa Pod podcast, and the BCLF Short Fiction Story Conpetition,
providing energing witers wth nentorship, exposure, and pathways to
develop their craft; and



WHEREAS, |In addition to her literary and cultural contributions,
Mar sha Massi ah | eads The Idea Room Corp, a socially conscious
communi cations hub that helps creatives bring their ideas to life, while

coll aborating with esteenmed thinkers, artists, and educat ors to
strengt hen Cari bbean- Aneri can cul tural expressi on and comunity
engagenent ; and

WHEREAS, Wth a professional background in instructional design,
proj ect managenent, and creative content production, along wth an
Honours degree in Caribbean Hi story fromthe University of the West
Indies and graduate certificates from New York University, Mrsha
Massi ah exenplifies the values of schol arship, nmentorship, and visionary
| eader shi p; and

WHEREAS, Through her tireless work, Marsha Massi ah has enpowered
witers, educators, and «cultural practitioners, preserved Caribbean
storytelling traditions, and inspired new generations to enbrace the
pride, creativity, and resilience of their heritage; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Marsha Massi ah upon the occasion of her designation as recipient
of the Educational & Comunity Enpowernment Award, and to conmend her
extraordinary contributions to literature, nentorship, and cultural
enpower ment; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Marsha Massiah as an expression of the highest respect
and admration of this Legislative Body.



