Senate Resolution No. 1434
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG the Most Worshipful Prince Hall G and
Lodge of New York upon the occasion of hosting its
2026 Annual Vincent E. Best Md-Year Assenbly
January 23-25, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those institutions of high purpose and distingui shed
acconpl i shnment whose enduring conmtnent to faith, service, |eadership
and comunity uplift has enriched the civic and noral life of the State
of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the Most Worshi pful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York upon the
occasion of hosting its 2026 Annual Vincent E. Best M d-Year Assenbly,
to be held January 23-25, 2026; and

WHEREAS, The Most Worshipful Prince Hall G and Lodge of New York is
a historic fraternal institution conprised of nmen of conscience and
character, bound together as Freemasons by shared noral ideals and
esoteric values grounded in the tineless principles of Brotherly Love,
Relief, and Truth; and

WHEREAS, The Vincent E. Best Md-Year Assenbly has stood as a
cornerstone gathering of the G and Lodge since its inception in 1972,
I ntroduced by Mst Wrshipful Gand Master Vincent E. Best, who served
from 1971 to 1973, with the original purpose of refreshing from | abor
delivering the Guand Master's Md-Year Address, and strengthening
fraternal fellowship through shared cel ebration; and

WHEREAS, Over the decades, the Vincent E. Best M d-Year Assenbly has
evol ved into one of the nost anticipated annual events of the G and
Lodge, now enconpassing | eadership devel opnent and trai ni ng workshops,
health and wellness initiatives, civic engagenent activities, and
educational semnars, all designed to advance the well-being of nmenbers
and the broader conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Gand Lodge of New York
traces its distinguished |ineage to 1812, having received its charter
fromthe African Lodge of Boston, and |l ater achieving G and Lodge status
in 1848, overconm ng decades of oppression, division, and adversity to
ener ge as a | asti ng testament to resilience, wunity, and the
transformative power of brotherhood; and

VWHEREAS, Oiginally known as the African Lodge of New York and | ater
renaned Boyer Lodge of New York in honor of Jean-Pierre Boyer, a revered
figure in Haiti's liberation, the Lodge played an active and courageous
role in the Underground Railroad and remains deeply rooted in the
struggle for freedom justice, and equality; and



VWHEREAS, The continued strength and success of the Mst Worshi pful
Prince Hall Gand Lodge of New York are attributable to the inspired
| eadership of Most Worshipful Gand Mster Darren M Mrton, Ed.D.

together with the dedicated service of its officers and nenbers,
including Gand Wrthy Patron G ant Valentine and Gand Wrthy Matron
Marsha L. Mack, whose collective stewardship exenplifies excellence,
devotion, and unwavering comritnent to fraternal and conmunity service;
and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved to honor the nmenbers of the
Most  Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York, Free and Accepted
Masons, past and present, whose |abors have consistently advanced the
spiritual, social, and civic well-being of the communities they serve;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
coormend the Mst Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York, Free
and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, wupon the occasion of
hosting its 2026 Annual Vincent E. Best M d-Year Assenbly, held January
23-25, 2026, and to extend best wi shes for continued growth, fellowship,
and service; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Mst Wrshipful Gand Master Darren M Morton, Ed.D.
Grand Wrthy Patron Grant Valentine; and G and Wirthy Matron Marsha L.
Mack of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of New York, Free
and Accepted Masons.



