Senat e Resol ution No. 1427
BY: Senat or PARKER

RECOGNI ZI NG June 2026, as Scl eroderma Awar eness
Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
i nportance of health awareness canpaigns that educate the public,
advance understanding of disease, support affected individuals and
famlies, and foster research for inproved diagnosis, treatnment, and,
ultimately, cures; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
recogni ze June 2026, as Scl eroderna Awareness Month in the State of New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, June is designated as Scl eroderma Awareness Month, a tine
when advocates, healthcare providers, researchers, patients, caregivers,
and communities across the Nation wunite to elevate awareness about
scleroderma, a rare autoimmune condition characterized by abnornal
connective tissue growmh that can affect the skin, blood vessels, and
I nternal organs; and

VWHEREAS, Scleroderma enconpasses a group of related disorders,
I ncluding localized fornms that affect mainly the skin and systemc
sclerosis that can affect internal organs, each involving i mune system
dysfunction, fibrosis, vascular abnormalities, and serious conplications
such as pul nonary hypertension and interstitial |ung disease; and

WHEREAS, Scleroderma's clinical presentation is varied, and its
di agnosis can be challenging because synptons overlap wth other
conditions; there is currently no known cure for scleroderma, and
managenent focuses on synptom control, organ protection, and supportive
care; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, nore than 300,000 people live with a
formof scleroderma, and the disease can affect individuals of all ages,
genders, and backgrounds; awareness and early intervention are critical
to inmproving quality of life and clinical outconmes for those affected;
and

WHEREAS, Research indicates that scleroderma disproportionately
affects Black individuals in ways that result in nore severe disease
synptonms and poorer outcones, including earlier age of onset, a higher
frequency of the diffuse cutaneous formof system c sclerosis, increased
ri sk of organ involvenent, and higher nortality rates when conpared to
white popul ati ons; this discrepancy warrants continued research,
outreach, and culturally conpetent care; and

VWHEREAS, Awareness efforts during Scleroderma Awareness Mont h
include national and |ocal canpaigns, educational programm ng, support
group activities, community events, support services for patients and



famlies, and opportunities for public acknow edgnent such as
procl amations, teal awareness |lighting initiatives, and comunity
di al ogues; and

VWHEREAS, The National Scleroderma Foundation serves as a | eading
force in raising awareness, providing education and support to
i ndividuals and famlies, advocating for inproved care, and fostering a
nati onwi de network of support groups, including a Black, |Indigenous, and
People of Color (BIPOC) scleroderna  support group to addr ess
comuni ty-specific needs and experiences; and

WHEREAS, The Scl eroderma Research Foundation is a national nonprofit
organi zation dedicated to funding and advanci ng high-quality scientific
research on scleroderma with the goal of discovering better treatnents
and ultimately a cure, supporting clinical study initiatives and
col | aborati on anong top researchers and institutions; and

WHEREAS, During Scleroderma Awareness Month, comunities are
encouraged to learn nore about this rare autoi nmune di sease, to support
individuals living with scleroderna, to participate in awareness and
fundraising activities, and to pronote equitable access to clinical
care, education, and research opportunities for all, particularly
popul ati ons that have experienced di sproportionate di sease burden; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body recognizes June 2026, as
Scl eroderma  Awareness Month in the State of New York and reaffirms its
comritment to raising public awareness about scleroderma, supporting
affected individuals and fanm |ies, advancing research and education, and
addressing health disparities that affect Black and Brown comunities;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the National Sclerodernma Foundation and the Scl eroderm
Research Foundation in recognition of their | eadership and service in
support of the scleroderma conmunity.



