Senat e Resol ution No. 1424
BY: Senat or PARKER

COVMEMORATI NG John Brown Day on May 9, 2026, and
recogni zing the enduri ng | egacy of Aneri can
abol i tioni st John Brown

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
comenor at e occasi ons of profound historical and noral significance that
reflect enduring struggles for justice, equality, and human dignity, and
t hat honor individuals whose |ives advanced the cause of freedom and
human rights; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, this Legislative Body is proud
to commenorate John Brown Day on Saturday, My 9, 2026, marking the
anniversary of the birth of John Brown, a resolute abolitionist whose
noral convictions and actions |left an indelible mark on the history of
the United States and the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, John Brown, born on May 9, 1800, devoted his life to the
abolition of slavery, believing it to be a grave noral injustice, and
becane a central figure in the national struggle against hunan bondage
during the decades leading up to the Cvil Wr; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1849, John Brown relocated with his famly to North
El ba, New York, in the Adirondack region, where he purchased | and and
lived anbpng a community of free Black settlers on property nade
avai l able through abolitionist efforts, and where he worked diligently
to support and uplift Black farnmers by teaching agricultural skills and
encour agi ng econom ¢ sel f-sufficiency and communal resilience; and

WHEREAS, John Brown's farm in North El ba becane both a place of
| abor and noral purpose, synbolizing his commtnent to interracial
cooperation, abolitionist principles, and the advancenent of freedom
and is today preserved by the State of New York as the John Brown Farm
State Historic Site, a National H storic Landmark honoring his life and
| egacy; and

VWHEREAS, While residing in New York, John Brown continued his
abolitionist organizing and intellectual work, including drafting his
Provisional Constitution for the People of the United States in
Rochester, New York, articulating a vision of equality and governance
grounded in freedom and justice; and

VWHEREAS, John Brown's steadfast convictions, actions, and ultimte
sacrifice-including his execution followng the 1859 raid on Harpers
Ferry-intensified the national reckoning over slavery and hel ped
accelerate the noral and political forces that led to the Gvil War and
the eventual abolition of slavery in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, The observance of John Brown Day offers an opportunity for
reflection on New York's historic role in the abolitionist novenent, the
courage required to confront entrenched injustice, and the enduring



responsibility to pursue equity, justice, and human dignity for all;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenor ate John Brown Day on May 9, 2026, and to honor the life,
| egacy, and contributions to New York State of John Brown, whose nora
resol ve and conmtnent to freedomcontinue to inspire generations; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to r el evant hi storical, educati onal , and cul tural
institutions within the State of New York as an expression of respect
for John Brown's enduring | egacy.



