Senate Resolution No. 1404
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNING the death of Sergeant N gel Keith
Barnett, Jr., devoted father, distinguished |aw
enforcenent | eader, and courageous public servant

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor the lives of exceptional individuals of the State of New York
whose service, |eadership, and character have left a lasting and
meani ngful i npact upon their famlies, professions, and communities; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ni gel Keith Barnett, Jr., a dedicated nenber of
the New York State Police and a proud native of Poughkeepsie, New York,
di ed on Septenber 16, 2025, at the age of 49, |eaving behind a | egacy of
honor, service, and devotion; and

VWHEREAS, Born on Novenber 26, 1975, Sergeant Barnett was the
cherished son of Nigel Keith Barnett, Sr. and Esme (MNeil) Barnett,
and was raised with strong values of discipline, perseverance, faith,
and commtnent to famly and comunity; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Barnett began his academ c journey at Qur Lady of
Lourdes Hi gh School in Poughkeepsie, New York, where he distinguished
hinself as a student-athlete, excelling in football, and | ater earned
hi s associ ate's degree from Dutchess Community Coll ege in 1999; and

VWHEREAS, In 2002, he answered the <call to public service by
beginning his | aw enforcenent career as a correctional officer with the
Dut chess County Jail, denonstrating professionalismand dedication that
woul d define his career; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2006, Sergeant Barnett joined the New York State Police,
graduating from the New York State Police Acadeny and receiving his
field training in Troop K at SP New Lebanon, before being permanently
assigned to Troop K at SP Wappi ngers; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a strong desire to | ead and nentor others, he pursued
a supervisory role and was pronoted to Sergeant in 2020, serving as a
Line Sergeant in Troop F at SP Liberty, where his |eadership and
excel | ence were wi dely recogni zed; and

WHEREAS, |n 2023, Sergeant Barnett was honored with the Supervisor
of the Year Award for Troop F, Zone 3, a testanent to his exceptional
| eader shi p, professionalism and unwavering conmtnent to those under
hi s command; and

WHEREAS, |n 2024, Sergeant Barnett was pronoted to Station Conmander
of SP Hghland in Troop F, and later transferred back to Troop K as
Stati on Commander at SP Cortlandt, where he served with distinction at
the tinme of his passing; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Station Commander Barnett proudly dedi cated 19



years of honorable service to the New York State Police, earning the
respect, admration, and friendship of coll eagues across the State; and

VWHEREAS, Beyond his professional acconplishnents, Sergeant Barnett
was a devoted man of faith and an active nenber of The Gathering at
Faith Assenbly in Poughkeepsie, where his spirit, Kkindness, and
commtnent to fellowship were deeply val ued; and

VHEREAS, He enbraced |ife wth enthusiasm and joy, enjoying
notorcycling, dirt bike riding, hiking, nountain biking, reading, video
gam ng, and physical fitness, yet his greatest happi ness was al ways
found in tinme spent with his famly; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Nigel Keith Barnett, Jr. is survived by his
bel oved son, N gel Barnett IIl; his parents, Nigel Keith Barnett, Sr.
and Esm e Barnett; his sisters, Katisha Barnett and Marcia Barnett; his
brother-in-law, Ainsley Weeler; his partner, Kristin Denu, and her
daughters, G avanna and Londyn Wite; his stepson, Esteban "Pookie"
Martinez; his nieces and nephews, including Al asia Weeler, Annmarie
Wheel er, Ainsley Weeler Jr., Denzel Weeler, and Zion More; his
great-nephew and great-niece, Jasaan \Weel er-Ward and Harnony Weel er;
and nunmerous aunts, uncles, cousins, extended famly nenbers, and
friends who will forever cherish his nenory; and

WHEREAS, Known for his integrity, |eadership, warnth, and unwaveri ng
devotion to duty, Sergeant Barnett exenplified the highest ideals of |aw
enforcenment and public service, touching countless lives through his
prof essi onal i sm nmentorship, and conpassi on; and

WHEREAS, Though his life was tragically cut short, Sergeant Ni gel
Keith Barnett, Jr. lived wth purpose and honor, |eaving an enduring
| egacy of courage, faith, and love that will continue to inspire all who
knew him now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Sergeant N gel Keith Barnett, Jr., and to honor his
exenplary life and distinguished service to the State of New York; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Sergeant N gel Keith Barnett, Jr.



