Senate Resolution No. 1368
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 2-6, 2026, as School Breakfast Wek in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to increase awareness of inportant
initiatives that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 2-6, 2026, as School
Breakfast Wek in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National School Breakfast Wek; and

WHEREAS, National School Breakfast Wek cel ebrates the inportance of
a nutritious school breakfast in fueling students for success; this
speci al observance during the first week of Mrch celebrates the
Nat i onal School Breakfast Programand the nmany ways it gives kids a
great start every day; and

WHEREAS, The School Breakfast Program (SBP), permanently established
in 1975, provides nutritionally balanced breakfasts to nore than 15
mllion children across 91,000 schools and institutions in the United
States; and

VWHEREAS, This vital programneets the nutritional needs of children,
i nproves food security, and pronotes health, |earning, and devel opnent
by providing nutritionally balanced breakfasts to school children each
day; and

WHEREAS, 19% of children in the State of New York are food insecure
and face hunger; and

VWHEREAS, School -aged chil dren who experience hunger are nore |ikely
to be absent fromschool, visit the school nurse, and experience nore
chal l enges than children with a nutritious diet, and skipping breakfast
has consistently been |inked with worse academ ¢ and heal th outcomes for
children; and

WHEREAS, Eating breakfast inproves children's overall diets, builds
healthy, |ifelong eating habits, and enhances their ability to | earn and
perform acadenically; and

VWHEREAS, Maki ng breakfast a part of the school day and offering
breakfast at no cost are effective ways to ensure nore students realize
the benefits of breakfast; and

VHEREAS, Modre than 152 mllion breakfast neals were served in New
York State in 2024, reaching nore than 876,000 students; and



WHEREAS, Furthernore, nore than 1,200 schools participate in New
York's Breakfast After the Bell program which, created in 2018, helps
nore schools adopt innovative breakfast nodels |ike Breakfast in the

Classroom Gab and Go, and Second Chance Breakfast by providing
start-up funds to purchase equipnent and counting breakfast in the
cl assroom as instructional tine; and

VWHEREAS, New York established the Community Eligibility Provision
(CEP) Subsidy Programin 2023 to ensure all neals are reinbursed at the
free rate, enabling over 1,200 schools to newy adopt CEP, and expandi ng
access to no-cost neals to nearly 350,000 additional students; and

VWHEREAS, More than 99% of eligible schools and districts adopted CEP
in New York State in the 2023-24 school year, one of the highest
participation rates in the country; and

VWHEREAS, Parents, caregivers, teachers, and school food personnel
all play an essential role to ensure the children of New York have the
basi ¢ resources needed to grow, |earn, discover their own potential, and
live happy fulfilling lives; and

VWHEREAS, No Kid Hungry offers information, tools, resources and
grants to support schools in inplenenting and expandi ng school breakfast
prograns; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is commtted to hel ping expand access
to and enhance current school breakfast prograns to ensure that our
children have the means to succeed; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 2-6, 2026, as School
Breakfast Week in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



