Senate Resol ution No. 1358
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG  Executi ve Director Patrick J.
Becher upon the occasion of his retirenent after 28
years of distinguished service to the Mohawk Vall ey
Water Aut hority

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body seeks to acknow edge t hose
i ndi viduals whose professional lives and civic endeavors serve to
enhance the stature of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Executive Director Patrick J. Becher upon the occasion of
his retirenent after 28 years of distinguished service to the Mhawk
Val l ey Water Authority; and

WHEREAS, Wen the Mhawk Valley Water Authority ( MVWA) was
established in 1996, Patrick J. Becher was the Director of Budget and
Managenent for the Gty of Syracuse for nore than a decade and seeking
the next chapter in his career; in Septenber 1997, he was afforded the
opportunity to join WWA, and

VWHEREAS, That chapter turned into a 28-year journey wth MW
|l eading a team that would devel op, operate, maintain, and inprove the
Mohawk Val | ey water distribution system supporting econom ¢ devel opnent
and providing residents with cost-effective, reliable, and high-quality
drinking water for life; and

WHEREAS, Nearly three decades |I|ater, on Wdnesday, Decenber 31,
2025, Patrick J. Becher is retiring as WWA's first and only Executive
Director after building a strong |egacy of progressive water supply
stewar dshi p and thoughtful water supply user advocacy; and

VWHEREAS, During his tenure, Patrick J. Becher brought talented
professionals to operate the Authority, including a Chief Financial
Oficer (CFO, human resources, admnistration, and custoner service
per sonnel ; and

WHEREAS, Sone of Patrick J. Becher's acconplishnents were the
utilization of t echnol ogy to | mprove MWA' s oper ati ons, t he
i npl ementation of a new geographic information system (A S), workfl ow
managenent systens, and hastening the process of replacing outdated
infrastructure; additionally, he worked to inplenment additional fiscal
managenent practices and sustainability planning; and

VWHEREAS, Mre than $85 mnmllion of capital inprovenments wer e
conducted, including the construction of six new tanks, the switch to
carbon filtration, and nunerous rehabilitation and replacenent projects
on water mains, punping stations, and broken valves, under the
| eadership of Patrick J. Becher; and



WHEREAS, Throughout his 28-year tenure and exenplary service,
Patrick J. Becher has served in several capacities, including his
position as a nmenber of the Board of Directors of the Mhawk Valley

Econom ¢ Devel opnment Growth Enterprises Corporation (EDGE) for 22 years,
serving as Treasurer for the last five years; and

VWHEREAS, Patrick J. Becher served on the Board of Directors for the
G eater Uica Chanber of Conmerce for fourteen years, including two
years as Chairman and six years chairing the Governnment Affairs Council;
he was also an early nenber of the Genesis Goup and served on their
board for 16 years with three of those years as Chair; he has been a
tremendous asset to the Authority and the entire area through his
tireless commtnent to serving his conmmunity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Executive Director Patrick J. Becher upon the occasion of
his retirement after 28 years of distinguished service to the Mhawk
Val l ey Water Authority; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Executive Director Patrick J. Becher.



