Senate Resolution No. 1290
BY: Senator ROLI SON

COMVENDI NG Al exander Wat ki ns post hunously upon the
occasion of his designation as a recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have so honorably and valiantly served their country, deserve to be
recogni zed, commended, and honored by the people of the State of New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those individuals who have displayed great courage and
unwavering commtrent in the service of their country and conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its

| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Al exander Watkins posthunously upon the occasion of hi s
designation as a recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
bestowed upon an individual by the New York State Senate, to be
cel ebrated at the Dutchess County Honor-A-Veteran cerenony on Thursday,
Cctober 16, 2025, at Anerican Legion Post No. 1302 in Poughkeepsie, New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Born and raised in Poughkeepsie, New York, Al exander
Watkins was a proud graduate of Poughkeepsie Hi gh School, where he
di stingui shed hinself as an acconplished athlete in track and field,
securing second place at the New York State Chanpionshi ps and gai ni ng
recognition as a |l ocal sports standout; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1959, at the age of 19, Al exander Watkins answered the
call to serve his nation by enlisting in the United States Arny,
enbarking on a mlitary career that would span 27 years and take him
across the gl obe; and

VWHEREAS, During his early service, Al exander Watkins was assigned to
Conmpany A, 2nd Battle Goup, 23rd Infantry Division at Fort Benning,
Georgia, and continued to pursue his passion for athletics, conpeting in
hi gh junp and m ddl e-di stance running events; he later served wth
Conmpany B, 3rd Modtorized Transportation Battalion (Provisional), 32nd
Arnmor Reginent Division, further distinguishing hinself in both mlitary
and athletic arenas; and

WHEREAS, After an honorabl e discharge in 1962 at the rank of E5,
Al exander Watkins chose to re-enlist, affirmng his deep conmtnent to
duty; by 1970, he was stationed with the 547th Engi neer Conpany (FB) in



Canmp Mercer, Korea, serving as a Staff Sergeant and Mdtor Sergeant; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his distinguished service, Al exander Watkins
served with honor in Vietnam Korea, and GCermany-where he net his
bel oved w fe-earning nunerous awards and decorations, including the
Purple Heart in recognition of his bravery and sacrifice in Vietnam and

WHEREAS, Rising to the rank of Sergeant Mjor, Al exander Watkins
culmnated his 27-year mlitary career in 1987, a testanent to his
| eader shi p, discipline, and dedication; and

WHEREAS, The Watkins famly has proudly upheld a tradition of
mlitary service, with Al exander's two brothers also serving-one in the
United States Arny and the other in the Navy-contributing to a famly
| egacy of service in every major conflict since World War |; and

WHEREAS, Following his mlitary retirenent, Al exander Wat ki ns
continued his commtnent to public service as a clerk at the Kirk U S
Arny Health Cinic Hospital in Maryland and | ater as a manager at Anmes
Depart ment Store; t hough not an official nenber, he actively
participated in nunerous Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW events,
denonstrati ng ongoi ng support for his fellow veterans; and

WHEREAS, A devoted famly nan, Al exander Watkins was the | oving
father of two children, Schannon C ayton and Alex Fredric Watkins, and
the proud grandfather of two grandchildren; he was laid to rest with
full honors at Arlington National Cenetery, a final tribute befitting a
life of honor and service; and

VWHEREAS, Renenbered as tough, loving, straightforward, honest,
strong, and proper, Al exander Watkins remains a revered figure wthin
his famly and the Poughkeepsi e conmmunity, enbodying the highest ideals
of patriotism dedication, and sacrifice; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country, and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who risked their
lives for their beloved Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Al exander Watkins denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, conmmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Al exander Watkins posthunmously upon the occasion of hi s
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, and to extend its sincere
gratitude for his valiant and unwavering service to the United States of
Anerica; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to the famly of Al exander WatKkins.



