Senate Resolution No. 1278
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NG the death of Kent J. Patterson, railroad
pr of essi onal dedi cat ed public transportation
advocate, and distingui shed nmenber of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and across
the state; and

VWHEREAS, W th profound sorrow and deep regret, this Legislative Body
records the passing of Kent J. Patterson, of Dobbs Ferry, New York, who
di ed on August 8, 2025, at the age of 70, surrounded by his beloved
partner Shelley, his brother Mchael, and his nother Barbara; and

VWHEREAS, Kent J. Patterson devoted his life to the advancenent of
passenger rail service and railroad history, both as a comitted
prof essi onal and an i npassi oned advocate; and

WHEREAS, After graduating from Dobbs Ferry H gh School in 1973, Kent
J. Patterson imedi ately began working for the railroad, enbarking on a
di stingui shed 37-year career wth Penn Central, Conrail, Antrak, and
Metro-North Railroad; he worked in various critical roles, including
that of signal tower operator, and devel oped a vast know edge of rai
operations, always striving to inprove the systens he served; and

VWHEREAS, Kent J. Patterson's love of trains began in childhood,
inspired by trips with his grandfather on the elevated subway |ines and
wat ching trains on the New York Central's Putnam Division; his passion
remai ned undimred throughout his life, finding expression in both his
prof essional work and his prolific involvenment wth rail history and
advocacy; and

VWHEREAS, As a longtinme and active nenber of the Enpire State
Passenger Association (ESPA) and the Rail Passengers Association (RPA),
Kent J. Patterson served with distinction as a nenber of the ESPA Board

of Directors and as a RPA Council Representative, where he was
instrunmental in organizing neetings with New York's congressional staff
for annual "Day on the HIl" events in Washington, D.C; and

WHEREAS, Kent J. Patterson was w dely respected by his coll eagues
for his unwavering dedi cati on, deep knowl edge of rail operations, and
consistently positive outl ook; and

WHEREAS, He was also a contributor to railroad history, recently
authoring a reflective piece titled "DV Tower" for the Penn Central
Post, the publication of the Penn Central Railroad Hi storical Society,
in which he recounted nenories fromhis tine working on the railroad and
his early experiences that sparked a |ifelong fascination with passenger
trains; and



VWHEREAS, Furthernore, he was held in high esteemnot only for his
know edge and professional contributions, but also for his kindness,

ent husi asm and enduring conmtnment to the cause of better rail service
for all New Yorkers and Anericans; and

WHEREAS, Kent J. Patterson |eaves behind a |egacy of service,
passi on, and friendship, and will be deeply m ssed by his |oved ones,
col | eagues, and all who had the privilege to work with himor benefit
fromhis efforts; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Kent J. Patterson, recognizing his significant
contributions to the rail industry and passenger advocacy in New York
State and beyond; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Kent J. Patterson



