Senat e Resol ution No. 1274
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NG t he death of Lance Amato, FIIDA, esteened
design |eader, nentor, and advocate for inclusive
and human- centered design

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to individuals whose lives and careers have contri buted
meani ngfully to the advancenent of their professions and the enrichnent
of their conmunities; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is deeply saddened to nourn the death
of Lance Amato, FIIDA, a visionary designer and bel oved nenber of New
York's interior design conmunity, who died on February 3, 2025; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout a distinguished career spanning over t wo
decades, Lance Amato exenplified design excellence, |eadership, and
service; his strategic vision, creative expertise, and unwavering
commtnent to nentorship, sustainability, and human-centered design
earned hi mw despread respect in the field and far beyond; and

WHEREAS, A dedicated and dynamc force wthin the International
Interior Design Association's New York Chapter (I11DA NY), Lance Amato
served as the youngest-ever Chapter President in 2011 and held nunerous

other |eadership roles, including chairing several comittees and
co-chairing the Chapter's flagship Leaders Breakfast, a signature event
celebrating |eadership, innovation, and conmunity-values that defined

his work and character; and

VWHEREAS, | n June 2025, Lance Amato was posthunmously inducted into
the prestigious I|IDA College of Fellows at the |1 DA Annual Meeting in
Chi cago, the highest honor bestowed by the Association; this distinction
recogni zes his extraordinary contributions to the profession and serves
as a testanent to the deep and lasting inpact of his work and
| eader shi p; and

WHEREAS, As Director of Cdient Experience at Canoa, an innovative
platform for designers and architects, Lance Amato continued to drive
desi gn excel |l ence through digital collaboration tools that supported
creativity and sustainability in the built environnment; and

WHEREAS, Admired for his humility, insight, and generosity, Lance
Amat 0 was nore than a designer-he was a nentor, a storyteller, and a
trusted friend to countless coll eagues and energi ng professionals in the
design community; and

VWHEREAS, |In May 2025, 11 DA NY proudly announced the creation of the
Lance Amato Award, a tribute to his legacy and a celebration of
behi nd-t he-scenes |eaders who exenplify dedication, |ong-term service,
and community spirit; this annual honor will recognize volunteers with a
decade or nore of continuous service who go above and beyond to wuplift
ot hers and advance the val ues Lance chanpi oned; and



VWHEREAS, Lance Amato |eaves behind a vibrant |egacy of design
| eader shi p, nentorship, advocacy, and heartfelt connecti on t hat

continues to inspire his colleagues, students, and the broader design
i ndustry; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Lance Amato, FIIDA, and to recognize wth gratitude
hi s I mreasur abl e contributions to interior design and to the
prof essional and creative comunities of New York State; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Lance Amato.



