Senate Resol ution No. 1257
BY: Senat or SEPULVEDA

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Novenber 1, 2026, as Wirld Vegan Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of issues that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Novenber 1, 2026, as World
Vegan Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance
of World Vegan Day; and

WHEREAS, The people of New York State have |ong val ued health,
sustainability, econom c innovation, and conpassion in shaping a nore
equi tabl e and prosperous future for all residents; and

VWHEREAS, An I ncreasi ng nunmber of New Yorkers are choosing
pl ant - based di ets-including vegans, who avoid all animal products, and
vegetarians, who abstain fromneat but may consune dairy or eggs-thus
contributing positively to public health, environnental protection, and
econom c resilience; and

WHEREAS, Plant-based Ilifestyles are associated with significantly
| ower risks of chronic illnesses including heart disease, Type 2
di abetes, hypertension, and certain cancers, thereby inproving |long-term
health outcones and helping to reduce the burden on New York's
heal t hcare system and

VWHEREAS, Adopting a plant-based diet contributes to climte change
mtigation by reducing greenhouse gas em ssions, conserving water and
| and resources, and pronoting biodiversity, in alignment with New York
State's clean energy and sustainability goals; and

VWHEREAS, Pl ant-based and vegan eating encourages broader nutritional
awar eness and healthier food choices in schools, hospitals, and
institutions across the state, fostering long-term wellness and
education anong youth and famlies; and

WHEREAS, New York's agricultural sector benefits fromthe rising
demand for diverse crops, such as |legunes, grains, vegetables, and
fruits, encouragi ng sustainable farm ng practices, crop diversification,
and new markets for |ocal farners; and

VWHEREAS, Smal | busi nesses, i ncl udi ng i ndependent grocers,
restaurants, food producers, and entrepreneurs, are at the forefront of
the plant-based novenent, helping to drive job creation, economc
revitalization, and innovation throughout urban and rural communities
al i ke; and



VWHEREAS, The grow ng popularity of plant-based products has turned
New York, particularly cities like New York Cty and Buffalo, into

nat i onal and gl obal destinati ons for vegan dining, creating
opportunities for tourism culinary excellence, and cultural exchange;
and

VWHEREAS, Pl ant - based eating can support food security and
affordability when based on staples such as beans, grains, and
veget abl es, offering practical, nutritious, and budget-friendly options
for I owinconme and underserved communities across the State; and

VWHEREAS, Many New Yorkers are notivated by conpassion and a desire
to reduce harmto animls, and plant-based |lifestyles reflect val ues of
ki ndness, ethical responsibility, and environnental justice; and

WHEREAS, Youth and future generations are increasingly enbracing
pl ant - based and vegan living, representing a powerful force for civic
engagenent, innovation, and system c change toward a healthier and nore
sust ai nabl e worl d; and

VWHEREAS, Recogni zi ng t he contributions of both vegans and
vegetarians honors not only the individuals who choose plant-based
lifestyles, but also the farnmers, small business owners, educators,
heal t hcare providers, and advocates who support this growing novenent;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mNovenber 1, 2026, as World
Vegan Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



