Senate Resol ution No. 1255
BY: Senator ROLI SON

COMVENDI NG Paul Davidson posthunmously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmmend Paul
Davi dson post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Paul Davi dson was born on July 23, 1948, at Parkchester
Hospital and spent his formative years in the Eastchester Housing
Project in the Bronx, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Paul Davidson was raised in a famly profoundly shaped by
mlitary service; his father, Jack Davidson, a Wrld VWar Il veteran,
served in the Philippines and tragically passed away at the age of 38,
when Paul was just 14 years old; and

VWHEREAS, Continuing the famly tradition of service, Paul's brother,
Jerry Davidson, served honorably in the United States Navy from 1963 to
1965, while their nother, Betty Davidson, devoted herself to raising her
children following their father's untinely passing; and

VWHEREAS, Paul Davi dson began his education at PS 121 and PS 135 in
the Bronx and, inspired by a desire to pursue maritine service, enrolled
in the John W Brown Liberty Ship H gh School-the nation's only floating
maritime high school -graduating in 1966; and

WHEREAS, Upon graduation, Paul Davidson enlisted in the United
States Navy and served aboard the destroyer USS Robert H MCard as an
engi neman before being transferred in 1967 to Task Force 116, known as
the River Patrol Force, where he served on a Patrol Boat R ver (PBR
patrolling the perilous Mekong Delta during the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, During his tinme in conbat, Paul Davidson endured traunatic
and life-altering events, including the loss of his friend, Navy nedic
Ral ph D. Hal e, during an anbush on Decenber 9, 1967, and the subsequent
| oss of an entire PBR crew during the Tet O fensive; and



VWHEREAS, Paul Davi dson conpleted his service with honor and returned
to civilian life in August 1968 at the age of 20, bearing the indelible
mar ks of war that would remain with himthroughout his life; and

VWHEREAS, Following his mlitary service, Paul Davidson worked as a
cab driver in New York City before becomng a conductor wth the
railroad; he married and had three children before | ater divorcing, and
in 1991 retired fromthe railroad to operate a carburetor shop; and

WHEREAS, Paul Davi dson devoted hinself to serving fellow veterans,
actively participating in the Veterans of Foreign Wrs (VFW, the
Di sabl ed Anmerican Veterans (DAV), and the Anerican Legion; Paul also
co-founded the Veterans Council of +the M d-Hudson Valley, where he
spearheaded initiatives including the DAV transportation program to
ensure veterans had access to nmedical care and essential services; and

WHEREAS, In 2002, following the death of his friend Frank Lavelle,
Paul Davi dson began working with the Anerican Red Cross, driving the
Emergency Response Vehicle (ERV) to aid communities during tines of
crisis; and

VWHEREAS, Paul Davi dson continued his conmtnent to comunity service
by wvolunteering with Friends of Seniors, where he helped expand
transportati on assistance for seniors across and beyond Dut chess County;
and

WHEREAS, Paul Davidson died on April 9, 2020, and was laid to rest
at the Saratoga National Cenetery on April 16, 2020; in recognition of
his profound life of service, a social nedia tribute honoring Paul's
contributions went viral, pronpting a poignant flyover salute by a
fell ow veteran, synbolizing the respect and gratitude of a nation; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who risked their
lives for their beloved Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Paul Davidson denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Paul Davi dson posthunously upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Paul Davidson






