Senate Resolution No. 1254
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

COMVENDI NG John H.  French post hunously upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comrend John H.
French post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; this nonentous occasion will be celebrated on
Monday, July 28, 2025, at the Colunbia County Honor a Veteran Cerenony
i n Hudson, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, John Harpin French was born on Septenber 6, 1922, to
Raynmond and Cara French in Hartford, Connecticut, and grew up in
Mel Il enville, New York, where he graduated from Philnont H gh School in
1940; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to his mlitary service, John H French worked as an
i ndustrial tractor operator and subsequently enlisted in the United
States Arny on January 13, 1943, in Hudson, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Follow ng basic training, Private First O ass (PFC) John H
French received specialized instruction as a Fum gation and Bath Man
(706), responsible for setting up, operating, and maintaining equipnent
used to disinfect clothing, equipnent, and personnel from environnental
or chem cal hazards in war zones; and

WHEREAS, PFC John H. French served honorably in the European Theater
of Operations with the 872 Quartermaster Conpany, participating in
mlitary canpaigns in the Rhineland and Central Europe; and

WHEREAS, After serving one year and 23 days overseas, PFC John H.
French returned to the United States and was honorably discharged at
Fort Meade, Maryl and, on Novenber 25, 1945; and

WHEREAS, For his dedicated service to his country, PFC John H
French received the European-African-Mddle Eastern (EAVME) Service
Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the Anerican Theater Service Medal, and
the Wworld War Il Victory Medal; and



VWHEREAS, Follow ng his mlitary service, John H French returned to
Col unbi a County, where he met and married Edna Mannetta on Septenber 22,
1946, and together they raised three sons: Jeffrey, Mark, and Lee; and

WHEREAS, John H. French worked as an Engi neering Production Anal yst
for IBMin Kingston, New York, contributing to the devel opnent and
i nnovati on of engi neering technol ogi es; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, he remai ned a devoted nenber of his comunity,
actively participating in nunerous organizations including the M nkler
Seery Anerican Legion, Ghent Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW, Mellenville
Vol unteer Fire Conpany, Colunbia County Vol unt eer Firefighter's
Associ ation, Hudson Valley Volunteer Fireman's Association, and the Free
and Accepted Masons Agawanuck Lodge No. 841; and

WHEREAS, John H  French was also a conmitted congregant of the
Phi |l ront Met hodist Church, a Little League coach, Soap Box Derby
conmi tteeman, and a nenber of the C averack Senior Citizens; and

VWHEREAS, John Harpin French died on March 31, 2009, at the Firenen's
Home in Hudson, New York, at the age of 85, predeceased by Edna, his
bel oved w fe of 57 years, and | eaving behind a lasting |egacy through
his three sons, eight grandchildren, and twel ve great-grandchil dren; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nen and wonen served their country, and nmust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who risked their
lives for their beloved Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
John H. French denonstrated his love for his country and nerits
forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend John H. French posthunously upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the family of John H French.



