Senat e Resol ution No. 1217
BY: Senat or OBERACKER

COVMEMORATI NG t he 75t h Anniversary of the Hartw ck
Fire Departnment Conpany No. 2 - Hartw ck Sem nary,
to be celebrated on June 21, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor fire departnments that have provided unwavering service and
dedication to the safety and well-being of their communities; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmenorate the
75th  Anniversary of the Hartwick Fire Departnment Conpany No. 2 -
Hartw ck Semi nary, to be cel ebrated on Saturday, June 21, 2025, and to
honor its past and present firefighting nenbers for 75 years of fire
protection to the citizens of Hartwick Semnary, New York and its
surroundi ng conmuni ties; and

VWHEREAS, The origins of the Hartwi ck Fire Departnent Conpany No. 2
date back to 1948-1949, when concerned citizens fromthe ham ets of Hyde
Par k, New York and Hartw ck Sem nary began di scussing the need for fire
protection in their area; and

WHEREAS, These &early visionaries sought guidance and training by
attending town board neetings and drills with Hartwick Fire Departnent
Co. 1, culmnating in the first official neeting of Hartwick Fire
Depart ment Conpany No. 2 on June 20, 1950, attended by 14 comunity
menbers i ncludi ng Kenneth Aney, Henry Aney, John Aney, Clark MIler, and
ot hers; and

WHEREAS, In its early days, the Hartw ck Fire Departnent Conpany No.
2 nmet in nmenbers' honmes-often those with the |atest innovation, the
tel evi si on-hol di ng neetings on Wednesday nights during breaks in the
popul ar show "Wagon Train"; and

WHEREAS, The Hartwick Fire Departnent Conpany No. 2's hunble
beginnings included a trailer outfitted wth basi c firefighting
equi pnent, pulled to fire scenes by local farners using tractors, with
vol unt eers summoned by the ringing of the Lutheran Church bell and phone
calls; and

VWHEREAS, A 1940 Pl ynouth pickup truck served as the departnent's
first notorized vehicle, followed by a 1954 WIllys Jeep painted Fire
Engi ne Red, funded by conmunity dinners and volunteer efforts; and

WHEREAS, |In 1957, land was donated by Floyd Kitts and the C. J.
Strong famly, and a newfire hall was constructed in 1958 by nenbers
and | ocal craftsnen, including the dedicated work of the Ryan Boys and
Bob Bail ey; and

VWHEREAS, A mjor fire in 1960, known locally as the Snood House
fire, further galvanized the departnent's conmm t ment to form
firefighting training and equi pnent inprovenents; and



VWHEREAS, Through the years, the departnent expanded its services and
fleet, including the acquisition of an Energency Rescue Van in 1973 and

the construction of a fire hall addition in 1974, which nenbers
outfitted thensel ves to reduce costs; and

VWHEREAS, Today, Hartwick Fire Departnent Conpany No. 2 operates a
1995 International tanker, 2000 Dodge Dakota brush truck, 2006 engine,
and 2006 Chevy Tahoe, continuing its long tradition of service and
readi ness; and

WHEREAS, The 75th Anniversary is not only a celebration of the
departnment's proud past, but also a testament to the enduring spirit of
comunity, service, and volunteerism that defines the residents of
Hartw ck Semi nary and Hyde Park; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comenorate the 75th Anniversary of the Hartw ck Fire Departnent Conpany
No. 2 - Hartwick Seminary and to extend its deepest gratitude to its
menbers, past and present, for their decades of dedicated service; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Hartwi ck Fire Departnment Conpany No. 2 in honor of
this historic mlestone.



