Senate Resolution No. 1205
BY: Senator WEBB

COWEMORATING the 50th Anniversary of Kanpai
Japanese Steakhouse of Vestal, New York, on Decenber
19, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
achi evenent s of those individuals and businesses that contribute
substantially to the economc vitality of their comunities, thereby
enhanci ng the econom c well-being of the entire Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 50th Anniversary of Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse on
Decenber 19, 2025; and

VWHEREAS, Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse is a longtinme |ocal favorite in
Vest al , known for its |lively hibachi dinners, fresh sushi, and
entertaining tableside chefs; serving the conmunity since Decenber 19,
1975, Kanpai offers a wunique dining experience that blends flavor,
flair, and tradition; and

VWHEREAS, The story begins back in the 1970's when Ryoichi "Richard"
Mat sushima, a first-generation inmgrant fromH neji, Japan, arrived in
New York City and net a restaurant owner naned Sato, a neeting that
changed his life; and

VWHEREAS, One day, Sato asked Richard Matsushima if he would help in
the restaurant on the weekend; before long, he was Mitre d; this
| aunched his restaurant career; and

WHEREAS, Richard Matsushima noved to Vestal, New York, and opened
Kanpai, Vestal's first hibachi restaurant, in 1975 when he was only 20
years old; he began wth hibachi grills, featuring Japanese chefs
si mul t aneously cooking, chatting W th cust oners, and provi di ng
entertainment; ten years later, he introduced Sushi to the comunity,
finding the right chef, arranging for shipnments of the best quality fish
avai l abl e, and inporting unique products from Japan; and

WHEREAS, Richard Matsushima's life did not center on just the
restaurant; he has al ways been a strong believer in famly; as his three
children, Mchael, Andrew, and Katherine, were growi ng up, he always
made it a point to be hone for dinner even if it neant |eaving the
restaurant to do so; and

WHEREAS, That commitnent to famly extends to all of the |oyal
Kanpai staff, some of whom have been with the restaurant for vyears,
including a couple of brothers, a father and son, and brother and
sister; that feeling of famly extends to the |oyal cadre of custoners,
now serving the fourth generation in sone famlies; it is no surprise
t hat sons, Mchael and Andrew, are active in the business, and their
sister, Katherine, is also in the hospitality business in Barcel ona,



Spai n; and

VWHEREAS, Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse is the first Japanese restaurant
in the Southern Tier and one of the oldest operating in Upstate New
York; today, Kanpai has been passed down to the next generation and is
owned and operated by Ri chard Matsushinma's sons, M chael and Andrew, the
name Kanpai cones fromthe word "cheers,” or nore literally, "bottons
up,"” in the Japanese | anguage; and

WHEREAS, For 50 years, Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse has been a place
to celebrate countless birthdays, anniversaries, and even engagenents;
it is a pleasure for the Matsushinma famly to host these special Ilife
events for their patrons; as you enter the restaurant, which is inspired
by Japanese philosophy and aesthetics, you are transported to Japan;
Kanpai has its own unique culture and traditions, and there is no place
quite like it; and

WHEREAS, Richard Matsushima, the subject of a new award-w nning
docunentary, says his mssioninlifeis to teach others and spread
ki ndness, and he hopes the film spreads a positive nessage; Kanpai's
founder is known for his kind personality and commtnent to hard work;
and

WHEREAS, The success of Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse began with famly
and the qguidelines, which were inplenented by R chard Matsushi na 50
years ago, where his personal famly, his enployee famly, and his
custoner famly are all valued and respected; the Matsushina famly is
comritted to continuing the tradition that has thrived since 1975; and

WHEREAS, The progression of Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse is in direct
correlation to the efforts of the Matsushima famly and their enpl oyees,
whose I nvol venrent is, and always has been, characterized by an
| npressive commtnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconprom sing
standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of the business and
the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, It is wth imense pride that the hard-wrking and
dedi cated staff nmenbers of Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse, past and present,
celebrate this mlestone 50th Anniversary and anticipate nmany nore years
of success for generations to cone; and

WHEREAS, It is wth great pleasure that this Legislative Body
acknow edges this exceptional business, its contributions to the |ocal
and state economies, and its vibrant role in inproving the quality of
life inits community, fully confident that it will <continue to enjoy
the outstanding success it has experienced thus far; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50th Anniversary of Kanpai Japanese Steakhouse; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Mtsushinma famly, owners of Kanpai Japanese



St eakhouse.



