Senate Resolution No. 1169
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORING Melissa D Antonio O Rourke wupon the
occasi on of her induction into the Ronme Sports Hal
of Fame on July 27, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
outstanding athletes who have distinguished thenselves through their
exceptional performance, attaining unprecedented success and the hi ghest
| evel of personal achi evenent; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Melissa D Antonio O Rourke upon the occasion of her induction into the
Rone Sports Hall of Fane, to be celebrated on July 27, 2025; and

WHEREAS, A gifted nmulti-sport athlete at Rone Free Acadeny (RFA)
Melissa D Antonio O Rourke played a pivotal role in securing sectional
titles for the Black Knights in both al pine skiing and softball, but it
was in the sport of field hockey that she truly distinguished herself as
one of the region's elite athletes; and

WHEREAS, As a three-tinme Onondaga H gh School League All-Star and
record-setting goal keeper, Melissa D Antonio O Rourke's performance was
nothing short of extraordinary; her 199 saves during the 1988 season
remain a Rone Free Acadeny record and a testanent to her skill, focus,
and tenacity; and

WHEREAS, Melissa D Antonio O Rourke's dom nance in the net earned
her a scholarship to Mam University (Chio), where she continued to

excel, setting the school record for career save percentage (0.877),
| eadi ng the M d-American Conference (MAC) in total saves in multiple
seasons, and ear ni ng Al'l -MAC Academic honors in 1993 for her

achi evenents in both athletics and acadeni cs; and

VWHEREAS, After graduation, Melissa D Antonio O Rourke served as a
goal keepers coach at Central M chigan University, before returning to
her honmet own of Ronme, where she dedicated herself to educating and
mentoring young people as a teacher of physical education and health,
and as a devoted vol unteer coach; and

WHEREAS, Melissa D Antonio O Rourke's coaching |egacy S as
di stinguished as her playing career; she nmentored numerous all-I|eague
and all-state field hockey players and hel ped lead RFA to Section 111
chanpi onshi ps in 2004 and 2005; and

WHEREAS, In addition to field hockey, Melissa D Antonio O Rourke
successfully coached both boys and girls varsity golf teans to sectional
chanpi onshi ps, and has devel oped multiple sectional and New York State
chanpions in alpine skiing, denonstrating her versatility, |eadershinp,
and commitnent to excellence across sports; and



VWHEREAS, Admired not only for her athletic know edge but also for
her phil osophy of coachi ng-centered on devel opi ng | eaders on and off the

field-Melissa D Antoni o O Rourke has earned the respect and gratitude of
students, athletes, and fell ow educators alike; and

VWHEREAS, Melissa D Antonio O Rourke's induction into the Rone Sports
Hall of Fanme reflects not only alifetinme of athletic excellence but
also a lasting legacy of nentorship, sportsmanship, and community
i npact; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Melissa D Antoni o O Rourke upon the occasion of her induction into
the Rone Sports Hall of Fane on July 27, 2025, and to comend her for
her distinguished achievenents as an athlete, educator, and coach; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Melissa D Antonio O Rourke.



