Senate Resolution No. 1157
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NGt he deat h of Raphael F. Bl ue,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Raphael F. Blue, of Peekskill, New York, died on Wdnesday,
May 21, 2025, at the age of 74; and

WHEREAS, On August 17, 1950, Raphael F. Blue, the eldest of four
children, was born to Jacqueline MIlicent "Jackie" Smth and George W
Flemng in Norfolk, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Raphael F. Blue was raised by Jackie and Jeptha B. Blue 1in
Peekskill; known to famly and friends as "Ray," he was the first
grandchild of Ursula Mahon-Smth and Coleman Smth, Sr., who raised
twel ve children, including his beloved nother; he was a favorite nephew
to his many aunts and uncl es and had many cousins; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating from Peekskill H gh School, where he
excelled in football, baseball, and every other sport he played, Raphael
F. Blue left Peekskill to obtain his Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from

Wl liam Penn University in Oskal oosa, lowa; he earned his Master of
Clinical Social Wrk degree fromthe University of Iowa; and

VWHEREAS, Raphael F. Bl ue worked as a Licensed Cinical Social Wrker
(LCSW in the VA Hospital and Adjunct Professor at Mercy Coll ege and the
University of New York where he taught Sociol ogy and Academ ¢ Enri chnent
Skills; he also created the College Incentive Programfor Alternative
H gh School Students in Munt Vernon; and

VWHEREAS, Raphael F. Blue 1is Founder and Executive Director of
Cross-Cultural Connection, 1Inc., a non-profit jazz organization which
focuses on teachi ng, devel oping, and presenting live jazz to students
and w der audiences; the annual Jazz in the Park Festival at the
Peekskill Riverfront Park was close to his heart; and

VWHEREAS, Traveling, playing jazz nusic, entertaining, teaching, and
mentoring were Raphael F. Blue's delights; an experienced reader of
sheet nmusic, he played original jazz conpositions and taught and
mentored nusicians in countries on nany continents; he traveled all over
the world, including the United States Departnent of State tours to
Sout h Africa, Zanzibar, Tanzania, Gabon, and Zanbia; his legacy is his
nmusi ¢ whi ch can be enjoyed in his many recordings; and

VWHEREAS, One of the many highlights of Raphael F. Blue's
prof essional career occurred in 2003 when he perfornmed at the Macufe



Festi val in Bl oenf ont ei n, Sout h Africa; t he | egendary
t runpet er/ bandl eader, Hugh Masekela, invited himonstage to play wth
himin front of a huge jazz festival crowd; and

VWHEREAS, Raphael F. Bl ue received many awards and recognitions over
the years, including the D stinguished Career Award fromhis Al na Mter,
Wl liam Penn University, in 2010; in 2013, he was inducted into the New
York Hall of Blues as a Mster Blues and Jazz Artist; the Gty of
Peekski |l | proclaimed February 2014 as "Ray Blue Month" to thank him for
his service to the Peekskill community and beyond; and

WHEREAS, Raphael F. Blue is survived by his loving wife of 23 years,
Riitta Blue; sons, Maurice and Jason Blue; brother, Sylvester; aunts,
Carnmen and Angie; nephew, Gary J. Glchrest; nieces, Mchelle R
G | chrest and Christin "Boomanchew' G lchrest; grandchildren, Ava
Christine Blue, Kennedy Reese Blue, Jackson Patrick Blue, Sydney Shea
Blue, and Mackenzie Beth Harris; lifetinme friends, Billy Thonmas, Joe
Cattuti, and many of his high school friends; friends, Ral ph Leapheart,
Moss Duddl ey, and Al fio Tognocchi fromhis college years; and many ot her
famly nenbers, friends, and nusic brothers and sisters; he was
predeceased by his beloved parents; sister, "OGmennie" Blue-Glchrest;
brot her, Steven "Stevie" Blue; and aunts and uncles, David Calvin Smth,
Coleman Smth, Jr., Miriel Consuela Smth, Roaul Francis Smth, Raphael
Kent Smth, Lola Smth, Lowell Smith, Romaine Smth-Janeson, and Al nma
Smith; and

VWHEREAS, Raphael F. Blue always acted with conviction and a deep
commtnment to his coormunity; he was transparent and had no problem
"telling it |like it is"; he was bluntly honest and trustworthy which
attracted nmany people to him he shared knowl edge and gave support to
others w thout hesitation; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Raphael F. Blue |leaves behind a legacy which wll long
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Raphael F. Blue; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Raphael F. Bl ue.



