Senate Resolution No. 1041
BY: Senat or MARTI NS

HONORING W/l ets Road School upon the occasion of
its designation as a "School to Wtch" by the
Nati onal Forumto Accel erate M ddl e-G ades Reform on
June 26, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend the significant acconplishnments of institutions of |[|earning
t hroughout the State of New York which dedicate thenselves to the
educational and personal devel opnent of the young people of this great
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Wl lets Road School, located in the East WIliston Union Free School
District, upon the occasion of its designation as a "School to Watch" by
the National Forum to Accelerate Mddle-Gades Reform a prestigious
recognition earned by only 42 m ddl e schools across New York State; and

WHEREAS, The Schools to Watch program honors middle schools that
denonstrate academ c excellence, devel opnental responsiveness, soci al
equity, and organi zati onal structures and processes designed to support
conti nuous i nprovenent; and

WHEREAS, This exceptional designation was conferred followng a
rigorous two-year evaluation process, during which Wllets Road
educat ors conducted a thorough self-assessnment to identify both areas of
strength and opportunities for growth; and

VWHEREAS, The process culmnated in a conprehensive two-day site
visit, during which adm nistrators and principals fromother recognized
"Schools to Watch" visited WIlets Road School, observed classroons, and
engaged in nmeaningful dialogue wth students, famlies, faculty,
district |eadership, and nenbers of the Board of Education; and

VWHEREAS, Pri nci pal Chri stine Dr agone enphasi zed t hat this
designation provides WIllets Road School w th val uable opportunities to
connect with other exenplary mddle schools across New York State and
the nation, fostering the exchange of effective practices and supporting
the school's ongoing commtnent to continuous inprovenent and academn c
excel I ence; and

VWHEREAS, The honor bestowed upon WIllets Road School is a reflection
not only of its high standards of academi c instruction, but also of its
commitnment to the social and enotional well-being of its students, the
professionalismof its faculty and staff, and the dedication of its
| eader shi p; and

WHEREAS, WIllets Road School will be formally recognized for this
extraordi nary achi evenent at the National Forumi s Annual Conference in
Washi ngton, D.C.  on June 26, 2025, joining a distinguished network of



School s to Watch across the country; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to applaud the
efforts of outstanding educational institutions that set a high standard
of excellence, and in doing so, inspire students and faculty alike to
pursue excellence in all endeavors; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Wl |l ets Road School upon the occasion of its designation as a
School to Watch by the National Forum to Accelerate M ddle-G ades
Reform and to extend its sincere congratul ati ons and best w shes for
continued success; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Wllets Road School and Principal Christine Dragone.



