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(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Comrittee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to providing absentee
ballots to all qualified voters; and to repeal certain provisions of
such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 8-400 and 8-402 of the election | aw are REPEALED
and a new section 8-400 is added to read as foll ows:

8 8-400. Absentee voting. Notw thstanding any provision of lawto the
contrary, a qualified voter nmmy vote as an absentee voter under this

chapt er.
§ 2. Section 8-406 of the election | aw, as anended by section 2 of

part HH of chapter 55 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read as
fol | ows:
§ 8-406. Absentee ballots[+]. delivery of. 1. [H—thebeard—sha—Hnd
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—] The board of elections for al

counties or cities shall mail an absentee ballot and a return postage
guar ant eed envel ope to every registered and qualified voter residing in
such county or city. Such absentee ballot shall be miiled to every
registered and qualified voter at the address given on such voter's
registration records, or at an address specified by such voter pursuant
to subdivision three of this section., no sooner than twenty days before
the schedul ed election and no later than fourteen days before the sched-
uled election is to be held.

2. In the case of a primary election, the board of elections shal
deliver only the ballot of the party in which the records of the board
of elections show the absentee voter to be enrolled. In the event a
primary election is uncontested in the absentee voter's election
district for all offices or positions except the party position of
nenber of the ward, town, city or county comrittee, no ballot shall be

delivered to such absentee voter for such election; and the absentee
voter shall be advised why such absentee voter is not being sent a
bal | ot .

3. Any voter, upon application, nmay request that their absentee ball ot
be muiled to themat an address other than their permanent address, if
he or she expects to be absent fromthe county or city of residence and
unable to obtain their absentee ballot.

4. Should a voter be unable to nmail the conpleted and seal ed ballot,
they may identify a single person to either mail the conpleted and
sealed ballot by United States Postal Service or bring the conpleted and
sealed ballot to the county board of elections on behalf of the voter.
This person nust certify at the board of elections that they wll not
handl e any other ballots in that election.

[2-] 5. Wien nmuiling an absentee ballot to a voter the board of
el ections shall provide a donestic postage paid return envelope. Wen
providing an absentee ballot to a voter in-person, the board of
el ections shall offer the voter a donestic postage paid return envel ope
and provide one if requested.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




